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SOMALTI DEMOCRATTIC REPUBLTIC

The Somali Democratic Republic (Somalia) is a
"union® of two former colonies. The Northern Region
comprises the former British territory known as the
Somaliland Protectorate. The Southern Region com-
prises the former Italian Somaliland which, after
World War (I, became a United Nations Trust Terri-
tory.

1889 Following treaties with local Sultans,
Britain proclaimed the Somaliland
Protectorate over the Northern Regions
of Hargeisa and Burac. This became the
Northern Region of what is now Somalla.
The Protectorate also included the Haud
which became part of Ethiopia in 1955.
The Protectorate, located at the southern
end of the Red Sea, was on the direct
route from England to India via the Suez
Canal.

1894 Tripartite Accord was reached by Great’
Britain, Italy and Ethiopia over other
Somali territories. Italian control was
established over an area on the Indian
Ocean to a point south of Mogadishu.
This became Italian Somaliland and the
Southern Regions of what is now Somalia.
Mogadishu is now the capital of Somalia.
The Accord also recognized Emperor
Menelik's claim to the Somali-ponulated
territory of Ogaden.

1200~ Sayid Muhammad Abdille Hassan, a Somali

1920 national hero who was labeled the "Mad
Mullah" by the EBritish, waged a twenty-
year war for independence against the
British, Italians, and Ethiopians. Ilis
attempts to free the country from foreign
domination became known as the Dervish
fight for freedom.

1936 Italy conquered Ethiopia and incorporated
the region of Ogaden as part of Italian
Ethiopia.



1940~
1941

1941~
1950

1947

1948

1949

1850

Italian troops briefly occupied the
Somaliland Protectorate but were driven
out by British forces which then seized
Italian Somaliland.

Somaliland Protectorate, Italian Somaliland
and Ogaden were governed together under
British Military Administration.

Somali Youth League, the first modern Somali
political party, was organized in '
Mogadishu. This later became the ruling
party under the 1961 Constitution of the
Somali Democratic Republic befoare it was
outlawed in 1969.

Britain, France, the United States and the
Soviet Union, who were charged with the
disposition of the former Italian
colonies, sent a Four-Power Commission
to Mogadishu on January 6 to ascertain
the desires and aspirations of the local
population. The Commission found great-
est public support for the Somali Youth
League program. This called for bring-
ing all Somali lands together under a
single government which would achieve
independence in ten years. The S5.Y.L.
also advocated a trusteeship under
Four-Power Administration for the ten-
year period. Britain, France and the
United States supported trusteeship
under Italy while the Soviet Union
favored Four-Power control. Failing
to reach agreement, the issue was re-
ferred to the United Nations.

United Nations General Assembly, on
November 21, decided to entrust the
former Italian Somaliland to Italian
Administration under U.N. authority for
a ten-year period. Britain was to re-
tain control over the Somaliland Pro-
tectorate and was to administer Ogaden.
{United Nations General Assembly Reso-
lution 289 B (IV).)

United Nations Trusteeship Agreement on
Italian Somaliland was approved by the

General Assembly on December 2. Under
this Agreement, the Italian Trusteeship
Administration (A.F.I.S.) was to "Foster
the development of free political insti-
tutions and to promote the development
of the inhabitants of the territory
towards independence." (Trusteeship
Agreement for the Territory of Somaliland
under Italian Administration, Sales

No. 1951 A.I. New York, United Nations,
1951.)

1951 Territorial Council of fifty-one members,
appointed by the Trust Administrator,
was inaugurated on January 29 as the
first legislature in the Trust Territory.
This was done in accordance with the
Trusteeship Agreement which provided
that legislative authority would be
exercised by the Administration, after
consultation with the Territorial Coun-
¢il, until such time as an elective
legislative body was established. The
Council had 21 regional representatives,
18 representatives from political parties,
nine from economic and cultural groups
and one each from the Arab, Italian and
Indian-Pakistani communities.

1953 By Somaliland Protectorate Order-in-Council,
1953, supreme executive and legislative
powers in the British Protectorate were
noe longer to be vested in the Governor.
An Executive Council was established to
consult with the Governor.

1955 Britain ceded the Reserved Area (0Qgaden)
and Haud to Ethiopia.

By Somaliland Protectorate Order-in-Council,
1955, a Legislative Council was estab-
lished for the first time in the British
Protectorate, It consisted of the three
ex officio Executive Council members
TChIef Secretary, Attorney General and
First Secretary), not more than five
official members and not more than six
uncfficial members appointed for three-
year terms. Without the recommendation
or consent of the Governor, howaver,
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the Council had no power to put any law
into effect.

The Territorial Council in the Trust Terri-
tory of Somalia was transformed by
Ordinances Nos. 1 and 2 of January 5th
into a Legislative Assembly. The first
elections for this new Assembly took
place on February 20. The body had 72
seats, of which 60 were allocated to
somalia and the others to elected repre-
sentatives of ethnic minorities. 1In-
auguration was on April 20.

The Legislative Assembly was given £full
powers in domestic affairs, subject to
the absolute weto of the Administrator.
In the beginning, :he Administrator's
prior authorization was required for the
submission of legislation. The Legisla-
tive Assembly could also delegate to
the Administration the power to issue
decrees limited in time which had the
force of law.

By Crdinance No. 5 of February 2, the Law
on the Organization ¢f the Judiciary
was put into @ffect. This was designed
to scparate the judicial and executive
functions of government.

Under Law Mo. 1 of May 7, the first Somali
Government was established. This con-
sisted of a Prime Minister and five
other ministers, all appointed by the
Administration. It was responsible to
the Administration, rather than the
Legislative Assembly.

Trust Territory developments included the
formation of the second Somali Govern-
ment, consisting of the Prime Minister
and nine ministers. Following the
introduction of universal adult fran-
chise for elections to the Legislative
Assembly, a new Assembly was inaugurated
on May 26. And by Decree No. 140 of
September 6, a Political Committee was
chosen to make preliminary studies for
a Somali Constitution.
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1960

1961

1960~
1969

In the British Somaliland Protectorate,
the membership of the Legislative Coun-
cil was first enlarged to include thir-
teen elected members as well as addi-
tional appointed members. Somaliland
{(Constitution) Order-in-Council, 1959.
Elections were held in March. By
Somaliland (Constitution No. 2) Order-
in-Council, 1959, a new Legislative
Council was established. This was to
consist of 33 elected members and three
ex officio members, with a speaker
nominated by the Governor as presiding
officer. Elections were scheduled for
February 7, 1960. .

In the Trust Territory, Law No. 6 of
January 8 gave the Legislative Assembly
the powers of a Constituent Assembly to
prepare a constitution for Somalia. A
Drafting Political Committee was appointed
which met from March 29 to May 9. The
Constituent Assembly met in 42 sessions
beginning on May 16 and approved the
Constitution on June 21.

The Somaliland Protectorate declared its
independence from Great Britain on
June 26. The Trust Territory of Somalia
became independent on July 1.

Meeting in joint session at Mogadishu on
July 1, the legislatures of the two
newly independent states proclaimed the
establishment of the Semali Republic.

Act of Union, Law No. S§ of January 31, was
enacted by the combined National Assembly,
formalizing the union of the Trust Terri-
tory and the Protectorate.

The Constitution was approved by a popular
referendum on June 20. It was a demo-
cratic, western-style Constitution
modelled basically on the Italian Con-
stitution.

Period of legal development: With the
Northern Regions following English law




1969

1970

i law, the
ana the Southern Regions tollowing Italian B
National Assembly sought to integrate.the two systems.
Uniform laws were passed in several fields.

ili P 21 put the govern-
Bloodless military coup d'etat on October . v
ment under the control of a 24-man Military Council.
The Somali Democratic Republic was proclaimed and the
constitution was suspended.

The new ruling National Revolutionary Council then 1SSUEdta
seven-point policy communique basgd on the statemen
that "the Revolution had been motivated by the reign
of anarchy prevailing in the country, and phe Yzole-
tion of all State laws including the Constitution.
The seven peints were as follows:

"1} The now Revolutionary Council maintains the
policy of positive neutralitg anq non-
alignment and seeks friendship with all
nations;

2) The Council respects the principle of self-
determination and non-interference in the
affairs of other states;

3) The Council supports the rightful cause of
all liberation movements of the peoples
still under foreign domination;

4) The Council repudiates war as a means of
settling issues and differences:

5) The Council intends to eliminate ecorruption
in the public administration:

) The Council will establish an effgcti?e
National Guidance to eliminate tribalism.

7) The Hew Revolutionary Council will boost
the economy of the country.”

i i i vody (now known
The basic manifesto of the nation's rul1¢g .
as the Supreme Revoluticonary Counc1;) w;zipgbilshed
in the February issue of New Era, the officia .
publication of the Ministry of Informagion and National
Guidance., It bore the title, "Revolution: lst-
Announcement. SRC Act on Behalf of the People.

REVOLUTION: 1ST ANNOUNCEMENT
SRC Act on Behalf of the People

“KNOWING: The sacred right of the people‘and
solemnly understanding the Charter of the United
Nations and the Charter of the Organization of
the African Unity:

DETERMINED: to collaborate'all the people
for the aspiration of libBerty, Justicg and world
peace and particularly with peace loving peoples
and social justice:
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STRONGLY: decided to consolidate to preserva
the independence of the Somali natlon for the exclu-
sive welfare and interest of the Somali pecple and
to create a society founded with the principle of
popular sovereignty, equality and justice and the
right of the Somall citizens, without distinctions,
for better social life;

DECLARATION

The Supreme Revolutionary Council has assumed
the legislative, judiciary and executive power of the
Somali Republic through national revolution with
effective date of 218t October, 1969, at 0300 hours
to exercise in the norms established by the existing
Law in Somali Republic which is compatible in the
spirit of the Revolution, has taken integrally all
functions conferred in the existing laws which have
been mentioned and all powers are transferred to the
Supreme Revelutionary Council and all existing laws
have been substituted by the provisiocnal laws. The
Parliament has been dissolved, Government has been
deposed and the Supreme Judiciary Council has been
abelished.

The Supreme Revolutionary Council suspended the
constitution of the Somali Republie, particularly,
those parts or Sections which are contrary or incom-
patible with the spirit of the Revolution and the name
of the Somali Republic has heen changed into the
Somali Democratic Republic.

The Supreme Revolutionary Council will elect
its President, with secret ballot and with majority
of two thirds of the members. In the event of the
failure of one candidate to receive two thirds of the
majority, a second secret ballot shall be voted and
the President will be elected on an absolute majority.

The Supreme Revolutionary Council consists of
the Regional Revolutionary Council, the District Revo-
lutionary Council with a proposal from Regional Revo-
lutionary Council in which the functions of both
Regional Revolutionary Council and District Revolu-
tionary Council will be established by a defined Law
emanated by the Supreme Revolutionary Council.

Every Revolutionary Council will adopt its
decisions on an absolute majority.

Az INTERNAL POLICY

l. To constitute a Society based on the right
of work and in principle of social juatice consider-
ing the environments and social life of the Somali
people;




1976

2. Te prepare and orientate the development of
econemic, social and cultural programme to reach a
rapid progress of the country;

1, Liguidation of illiteracy and to develop an
enlightened patrimonial and Cultural heritage of the
semali people;

4. To constitute, with appropriate.aqd adeguate
measures, the basic development of the writing of the
Somali language;

5. Liquidation of all kinds of corrup;ion! allt
forms of anarchy, the malicious system of tribalism
in every form and every other phenomena of bad
customs in State activities: -

6. To abolish all Political parties, and

7. To conduct at appropriate time EFree and
impartial election.

B: EXTERNAL POLICY

1. Support for international solidarity and
national liberation mevements:

2. oOppose and fight against all forms of colon-
jalism and neo-colonialism:

3, To struggle to maintain the Somali National
Unity:

4. To recognise strongly the principle of
pPeaceful Coexistence between all peoples;

5. To continue and preserve the policy of posi-
tive neutrality: and

6. To respect and recognise all legal_inter- .
national commitments undertaken by the Somali Republic.

The Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party (SRS} was founded
on July ), and the SRSP Frogram and Statute werc
published in Octaber.

The Program commits the Party to *scientific socialism™,

material and technolecical development gf a socialist
socicty and socialist democracy. including thoe prepar-
ation of a new national constitution.

The Statute states that the SRSP “is the vanguard 9E
the Somali Working People,” and vscientific socialism”
is the "guiding philesophy” of the Party. There is to
be a Nationmal Congress of the Party. held.ac least
every five ycars, a Central Committee defined as the
supreme governing body between Congresses and a General
Secretary of the Party and a Political Bureau, both
elected by the Central Committee, Mohamed Siad Barre
was clectad the First General Secretary of the SRSP.

1979

1980

The Statute also makes provision for local party
organization at the Regional, District, Village and
Party cell levels.

Both the Program and the Statute of the SRSP are
included as they bear directly on the Constitution,
which was subsequently adopted.

By nationwide referendum, in August, the Somali people
approved a new Constitution. This Constitution
specifies a broad range of civil liberties. The Con-
stitution states that all citizens are entitled to
employment and free education, freedom of expression,
publication and speech. Individuals, as compared to
citizens, are guaranteed the right to life, personal
integrity, personal liberty, and freedom from unwar-
ranted searches. In addition, all persons are
guaranteed privacy, the right of secrecy of corres-
pondence and freedom of religion.

The Constitution established an elected Parliament.or
People's Assembly, which has the power to enfct
legislation. The Assembly also elects the President
of the Republic who serves for 6 years and has wide
executive authority. A constitutional court, which
was not included in the original draft, is empowered
to determine the constitutionality of laws. The
Constitution may be amended except that such amendments
may not affect the republican system of government,
adoption of socialism as the foundation of the eco-
nomic system, Somali territorial unity, and the
fundamental rights and freedoms of citizens and
individuals. Conspicuously absent from the provisions
which may not be changed by amendment is provision in
Article 7 that the Somali Revolutionary Socialist
pParty shall be the only legal political party in the
country.

On October 21, President Mohamed Siad Barre declared a
State of Emergency. Under Article 83 of the Consti-
tution, entitled, "Extracrdinary Powers of the Presi-
dent,” the President has the power, after consultation
with the National Defense Council, to establish
emergency rule, "when faced with grave matters endan-
gering the sovereignty, internal or external security
of the country, or in circumstances of absolute
necessity.”

Following the declaration of the state of emergency,
the President reinstated the powers and functions of
the Supreme Revolutionary Council (Presidential Decrce
No., 3} of October 23, 1980), and established five
Committees: Defense and Security, Economy, Commerce
and Finance: Political; Social: and Control and
Auditing., By Presidential Decree No. 4 of October 23,
the President named the members of the five Committees.
In addition, the President established revolutionary
committees in the Regions and Districts with power to
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carry out the objectives of the State Emergency,
including limiting the right of assembly, and imposing
imprisonment of up to 90 days. This Decree and the
Reinstatement of the Supreme Revolutionary Council are
included as important documents effecting the

interpretation of the Constitution. . .

CONSTITUTION




o9

The constftutional documentation of the Somali

Democratic Republic consists of the following:

199
(2)

(3

(4)

(5)

{6)

Constitution for Somali Democratic Republic, 1979.

Presidential Decree on the Composition. of’ Reglonal
and District Revolutionary Committees. :

Presidential Decree No, 3 on the Establishment of
Supreme Revolutionary Council Committees. (10/23/80)

Presidential Decree No. 4 on the Establishment of
Supreme Revolutionary Council Committees. (10/23/80)

Programme of the Somali Revolutionary Socialisc
Party.

Constitution of the Somali Revolutionary Socialisc
Party.




THE SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Preamble to the Constitution

The Somall People collectively and individually struggling for
a life of dignity and equality, and engaged in a fight to establish
lasting peace and stability internally and externally, to realize
the general interests of the working masses, and accomplish the
major objectives of the revolution, unity of the nation, socialist
construction in order to create a soclety founded on social justice,
equality and democracy in which the individual attains higher levels
of political and social consciocusness and strengthens the pillars of
the revolution and national sovereignty, in order to achieve rapid
political and soclio-economic development, have resolved to adopt
this constitution which shal] constitute the basis of the struggle
for the development of the Somali society, poaceful co-existepce and
mutual cooperation among naticns of the world, especially those
whose interests shall colneide.

The Constitution of the Somali Democratic Republic

Chagter I

General Principles

Section I

The Republic
Article 1
The Somali State.

1. The Somali Democratic Republic is a socialist state led by the
working class, and is an integral part of the Arab and African
entities.

2. All sovereignty belongs to the people who shall exercise it
through thelir representative institutionsa.

Article 2

Flag, Emblem and the Capital

1. The naticnal flag shall be azures in color, rectangular, and shall
have a white star with five equal points emblazoned in its center.

2, The emblem of the Somali Democratic Republic shall be compesed of
an azure escutcheon with a gold border and shall bear a silver
five pointed star. The eachutcheon surmounted by an embattlement
with five points in moorish style, the two lateral points halved,
shall be borne by two leopards rampant in natural form facing
each other, resting on twop lances crossing under the point of the
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escutcheon, with two palm-leaves in natural form interlaced with
a white ribbon.

3, Mogadisho (Hamar) shall be the capital of the Somali Democratic
Republic.
Article 3
Religion and Language

1. 1Islam shal} be the state religion.

2. sSomali is the language which all Somalis speak and t@rouah which
they recognize each other: Arabic is the language which links
the Somali people with the Arab nation, of whom they are an
integral part, and the two languages shal} constitute the official
languages of the Somali Democratic Republic.

Article 4
The Unity of the Somali People

i. The Somali nation is one and Somali nationality is indivisible.

2. The law shall determine the modes of acquirina and lesing Somali
Citizenship.

Article 5
State Territory
1. The state territory shall be sacred and inviolable.

2. The territorial soveriegnty shall extent over land, the sea, the
water column sea-bed and subscil continental shelf, and island
and airspace.

Article €

Equality of Citizens

All citizens regardless of sex, reliqion,_oriqin and language
shall be entitled to equal riahts and duties before the aw,

Section Two

The Party

Article 7
Authority and Leadership of the Farty

1. The Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party shall be the only legal
party in the Somali Democratic Repub}ic; no other party or
political crganization may he established.

2. The Somali Revolutionary Socialist party shall have supreme
authority of political and socio-economic leadership in the
Somali Democratic Republic.
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Article 8
Unitary Nature of the Leadership

The leadership of the country shall be founded on the unitary
system of political leadership of the party and state.

Article 9 :
Deliberationa, Decisions and Executions

!. Political institutions elected at all levels shall function in
accordance with the principle of collective deliberations,
majority decisions and collective responsibility in execution.

2. Within the party institutions the afore-stated principles shall
dictate the unity of view points, sensitivity, purpose and
collective work.

Article 10

complementarity of Party and Stata Duties ’

1. Party and state institutions shall discharge their respective
duties as prescribed by the law, each pursuing its own methods in
order to accomplish the common cbjectives.

2. The political mobilization of the country shall be based on the
complement of the dutles or party and state institutions as
prescribed by the laws establishing them,

Articie 11

Party Statute

The structure and functions of the party institutions shall be
determined by the statute of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist
Party.
Article 12
Social Organizations

1. The state shall allow the establishment of social organizations
of the workers, cooperatives, youth and women.

2. Social organizations shall be established on national, local
production levels and in educational centers.

3. The specific structure, laws and programs of the social organizations
shall be in consonance with the general interests of the masses,
the Constitution, the statute and the program of the Somali
Revolutionary Socialist Party.
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Arcicle 13

powers and Duties of Social Organizations

social organizations shall participate in the leadership of State
and social affairs and resolution of political, economic, social
and cultural matters in asccordance with the duties prescribed in
their respective lawg.

Article 14

Democratic Centralism

The principle of Democratic centralism shall be the basis of
mobilization, and functions of party and state.

Section Three
Foreign Policy
Article 15

The Principle of self-Determination

1. The Somali pemocratic Republic shall firmly uphold the principle
of self-determination of peoples and fully supports the national
liberation movements, and all the peoples fighting for their
freedom and independence.

2. It shall resclutely oppose colonialism, neo-colonialism, international
imperialism and racial diserimination.

Article 16
Somali Territories Under Ccolonial Occupation

The Somali Democratic Republic adopting peacful and legal means
shall support the liberation of Somali territories under colonial
eccopation and shall encourage the unity of the Somali people
through their free will.
article 17

policy of Neutrality and Peaceful Co-Existence

1. The Somali Democratic Republic shall pursue a policy of positive
neutrality.

2. It shall fully recognize the principle of peaceful coexistence of
the peoples of the world,

Article 18
ArLic S

policy of Coogeratiog

The Somali pemocratic Republic shall promote A pol%cy of cogperation
among all peocples and states based on mutual benefit. egualxty. and
respect for the independence and political system peculiar to each

state.

o9
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Article 19
International Legal Norms

The Somali Demccratic Republic shall recognize the Universal

declaration of human righ
e ey rights and generally accepted rules of

Chapter 2

Fundamental Rights, Freedoms and Duties of the Citizen and
T

Article 20

Political, Economic, and Social Rights'

Every citizen shall be entitled to participate fully in the

litical, econ i social anm activities -a
[~}
po onomlc, i d cultural i in.accordance

Article 21
Right to Work

1. Every citizen shall be enti
A ntitled to work, Work i
and the foundation of a socialist society. i3 @ duty. honor

2. The state shall promote
; . the creation of employment in
realize the citizen's fundamental right topuoik. oraer te

Areicle 22
Right to Election

Every citizen whe fulflills the cond
; onditions presc
shall be entitled to elect and be elacted.p ribed by the lav

Article 23
Right to Education
Every citizen shall have the right to free gducation.

Article 24
Freedom of Processions, Publications and Opinion

1. Every citizen shall be free to i
participate in a
demonstration. or in their orqanlzatign. noan assembly.

2. The citlizen shall further be e
T ntitled to expreas his opini
in anv manner, freedoms of publication and speech. panien

T

a::i:;:r§;:;1°f the freedoms menticned in paragraph 1 and 2 of this

e mo:alinot contravene the Constitution, the laws of the land
ty and public order, or the freedoms of other citizen;
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Article 25

Right to Life and personal Security

1. Every individual shall have the right to life and personal security.

2. The law shall determine the conditions in which the death sentence
may be passed.

Article 26

personal Liberty

1. Every person shall have the right to personal integrity.

2. HNo person shall be liable to any form of detention or other
restrictions of personal liberty, except when apprehended in
fiagrante delicto or pursuant to an act of the compete.t judicial
authority 1ln the cases and in the manner prescribed by the law.

1. any person whe shall be detained on grounds of security shakl
without delay be brought before the Judicial authority which has
competence over the offence for which he is detained within the
time limit prescribed by law.

4. Every person who shall be deprived of his perscnal liberty shall
forthwith be informed of the offence of which he is accused.

5, Mo person shall be searched except in the conditions menticned in
paragraph 2 of this article, or under laws relating to judicial,
sanitary, Eiscal and security matters, and in the manner prescribed
by the law, giving due respect to the honor and integrity of the
perscn.

Article 27

Security of the person under detenticn

1. A detained person shall not be subjected to physical or mental
toerture.

2. Corporal punishment shall be prohibited.

Article 28

private Ownership

1. private ownership shall be guaranteed by law, which shall define
the modes of acquisition and forfeiture, and the contents and
limits of its enjoyment for the purpose of safequarding its social
functions.

v
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2. The use of private property shall i
use n no case be co
public interest, and the objectives of the :avolut?;:?ry to the

3. Private property may be expro
priated or requisitioned £
of public interest, in exchange for equitngle compe:satggnfeasnns

Article 2%

Privacy of the Home

Every person shall be entitled to the invi i

elability ef his
any other place reserved for personal use except ii the caazgme o
referred to in paragraphs 2 and 5.of article 26.

Article 130

Freedom of Communication

R
The right of secrecy of covrespondence and other means of communication

shall
shal not be tempered with, except in the cases determined by the

Article 31

Freedom of Religlon

Every person shall be entitled to profess any religion or creed.

) Article 32
Right to Institute Legal Proceedings and Right of Defence

1. Every person shall have the right to i
in i
before a competent court. s seicute legal proceedings

2. Every person shall have the ri
ght of defense before a court

3. The state shall guarantee free legal aid i Ltions »

I d

in the manner prescribed by law. ¢ id in the conditions and

Article 33

Penal Liability
1. Penal Liability shall be personal,

2, The ac a :
final.cuse shall be presumed innocent until the conviction bectmes

Article 34

Hon-retroactivity of Penal Laws

No person may be punished for an act which was
not an offence d
;:ai;;:-ag :2: tit; when it was committed, nor may a puniahmen:n o
& er an the one prescribed b
the time such offence was committed. y the law enforced at




Artiecle 35

Extradition and Political Asylum

1.

xtradite a person who has

i i ay €
The Somali Democratic Republic may X e 2 R has taken refuge

committed a crime in his country or t

in the Somali Democratic rep:bl;c, g;o;;gggtzzig ;Zgzgli: ::d
ion treaty between the Somali

i:;r:iiié request?ng the extradition of the accused or of fender.

i i i litical asylum to a
1i Democratic Republic may grant po X
gztsggmzh; has fled his country or another for political ;e;sonst
while struggling for the interests of the masses, human rights o

peace- Article 36

pratection of Public Property

Every citizen shall have the duty to protect and consolldate

public property.
article 37

participation_in Economie Growth

: ie
cthe duty to participate in the econom
Dty ent zf taxes, contributions to state
y and the laws of the

Every person s
growth of the country, paym
expenditure according to his capacit

country.
Article 38

Defence of the Motherland

and the consclidation of the unlty

tand :
The defence of the mother S et avery citizen:

of the Somali people shall be a sacre

article 39

Observance of the Constitution and Laws

Every person shall have the duty to faithfully observe the

constitution and laws of the state.
Chaptex 3

Socio-Economic Foundation

Section 1

The Economy
Article 490

Economic Development

The State shall develop the cconomy of the country, and raise

¢ 9
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production, while assuring an equitable distribution.

The state shall encourage the principle of self help for the
rapid development of the country.

Article &1
The economy of the Somali Democratic Republic shall comprise

The state sector which shall cenatitute the vanguard in the
econcnic development of the country and shall be given special

The cooperative section which ahall be instrumental in promoting
the living standards ol cooperative members, while promoting the
rapid growth of the national economy, and the state shall parti-
cipate in its planning and encouragement: T

The Private sector whlch shall be based on non—explo{ting pri-

The mixed sector which shall be based on the joint ownership

between the Somali state and others.

Article 42

The land, natural marine and land based resources shall be state

2.
the following sectors,
priority;
vate ownership;
Land and Marine Resources
1.
property.
2.

The state shall promulgate a law prescribing the best methods
for expleiting such resources.

Article 43

Economic Planning

The economy of the country shall be founded on socialist state
planning.

The plan shall have a judicial authority superior to other laws.

There shall be a supreme state planning institution, and the law
shall establish its structure, duties and powers,

Article 44

External and Internal Trade

In promoting the economic development of the country the state
shall guide external and internal trade.

Article 45

Protection of Currency

The state shall organize the fimcal and monetary system of the
country, and shall be law fix taxes.
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section 2

e

promotion of Education & Science

Arricle 46

Bducation

1. The state shall give special priority to the promotion, expansion
and dissemination of education and science, and shall consider
education as the ideal investment which shall play the leading
part in the gemali political and socio-economic development.

tic Republic shall favor the

2. Education in the Somali Cemocra
™ to the special conditions and

working class, and shall confor
environment of the Somali society.

Article 47

Compulsory Education

Education, in the Somali pDemocratic Republic shall be free. It
shall be compulsory up to the intermediate school level,

Article 48

Eradication of Illiteracy

nd adult educaticn shall be a naticnal

Eradication of illiteracvy a
1e and state shall pool their resources

duty towards which the neop
in its fulfillment.

pPromotion of Science and Arts

1. The state shall promote science and arts, and shall encourage

scientific and artistie creativity.

2. cCopy rights and patent rights shall be regulated by law.

Article 50

Youth and Sports

in order to ensure healthy physical and mental growth of the youth,
and to raise their level of education and political consciousness
the state shall give special importance to the promotion and
encouragement of gymnastics and speorts.

Q

.«
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Section 3

Cultural and Social Welfare

Article 51

Promotion of Culture

1. The
state shall promote the progressive culture of the Somali

pecple, while benefit s
fociety. ing from the international culture of human

2. It shall promete art, literature and the national folklore,

3. It
shall protect and preserve nations, historic objects d
and sites.

.

Article 52

Social Customs

The state shall
preserve the good ¢
soci ustoms, and
spec§:{1from outdated customs and those i;herit:23§1 liberat? .
y tribalism, nepotism, and regionalism rom colonialism

Child Care Article 53

The state shall ol i
centers. promote child care homes and revolutionary youth

Article 54

Rural Development
The
state shall promote the program of permanent rural development

campaign in order to eradicate ignorance £t na W
and rrow the gap

Article 55

Health

The state in fulfillin
g the policy of gen 1
g:gzct: the prevention of contagious d?se:::s h::éth oneacatt
ral hygiene, and free medical treatment ' eneourage
Article 56

Family Welfare

1. The state recogni
gniging the family as the basi
protect the family and shall assist the m;:;:rnzngozif:g shall
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e of the handicapped,

i ar
2. The state shall be responsible for the ¢ © riheg they shall not

children of unknown parents and the aged,
have anybedy to care for them.

3 The state shall guarantee the care of children whose parents die

while defending the country.
article 57

Work and the Workers

1 The state shall safeguard and promote work and its various types.

2 The minimum age for work in the Somali Democratic Republic shall

be fifteen years.
titled to receive without discrimination a

1 e O emunl b enhe amount and value of work done.

remuneration egual to t

4 The workers shall be entitled to weekly rest and annual leave.

5 The law shall determine the working hours, conditions of service
" and persons suitable for certain jobs.

Article 58

Evaluation of Work

state shall apply the principle; "from

In evaluating vork CoF to each according to his work.”

each according to his ability.

article 59

social Insurance and Assistance

The state shall promote the system gf social %nsuFani?o:Zdo;siiz_
rance and shall strengthen general insurance instituti

country.
Chapter 4

State Structure

Capital One

functions and Rules of the pecple's Republic

article 60

Legislative Power

Legislative pow
~ively be veste

er in the Somali Democratic Republic shall exclu-

d in the Pcople's Askembly.

6"
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Article 61

Election to the People's Assembly

1. The People's Assembly shall consist of deputies elected by
the people through free direct and secret ballot.

2. Every Somali has attained the age of twenty one years
shall be eligible for election as a deputy. The law shall
determine the grounds for ineligibility for election to
the People's Assembly.

3. The number of deputies, conditions and procedure for election
shall be established by a special law.

4. The President of the Somali Democratic Republie may nominate
to the People's Assembly up to six persons from among people
dedicated to science, Arts, and culture or highly esteemed
patriots. Ty

Article 62 '

Term of office

1. The_te;m of office of each People's Assembly shall be five years
beginning from the declaration of election results.

2. In the event of cgircumstances which shall render the holding
of elections impossible, the President of the Somali Democratic
Republic shall, after consultations with the Central Committee
of the Scmali Revolutionary Party, have the power to extend
the term of the Assembly for a pericd not exceeding one year.

Article 63

Dissolution of the People's Assembly

1, The People'§ Assembly may be dissolved before the expiry of its
term of office on the proposal of one-third of the deputies and
the approval of two-thirds of the membership,

2. The People's Assembly may alsc be dissolved by the President of
the Republic after consultations with the Central Committee of
the Somali Revolutlonary Socialist Party and the Standing
Committee of the People's Assembly.

1. The election to the new People's Assembly shall take place
within three months beginning from the date of dissolution.

Article 64
Sessions

1, The People's Assembly shall hold two sessions annually.
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7. The Pecple's Assembly may be convened in an extraordinary session
by a resolution of the Standing Committee, Or on the request of
one-third of the membership.

3. The President of the Somali Democratic Republic shall have the
power to convene an extraordinary session of the pPeople's

hsscmbly.
Article 65

Moatings and pecisions

y at its jnitial meeting shall elect from

1. The Pcople's Assembl
i Chairman, vige-chairman and a standing

ameng its members:
committee.

2. The meetings of the people's Assembly shall be public. However
closed meetings may be held on the motion of the President of
the Republic, the Standing Committae, Government or not less
than one fourth of the deputies, and on the approval of the
Assembly.

3. The majority of the deputies of the Assembly shall form a gquorum.
s decisions by a majority vote except

4. The Assembly shall reach it
required by the constitution or by

when a special majority is
law.

Article 66

Rules of procedure

1. The cnnduct of business in the Assembly shall be governed by
rules of procedure adopted by the Assembly.

Article 67

powers of the Assembly

1. Amendment of constitution:

2. Legislation and approval of degisions on national development:

ant of the Somali Democratic

3. Election and dismissal of the Presid
is constitution;

Republic as cxpressly stated in article B0 of th

4. Election and dismissal of the Standing Committee of the Assembly:

5. Ratification of international treaties relating to political,
economic and commercial matters or agreements entailing financial
cbligation for the state:

6. Ensuring observance of the constitution and the laws of the

country.

7. Approval of the national cconomic development plan;

g. npproval of the annual budget and accounts;

o"N

N
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g. cas s
Enforcing accountability within the Government and its members;

10.
0. Any other powers granted to the Assembly by the constitution:
Article 68

Nelegation of Legislative Fower

1. T
ngetggzi:':hAssemhly may fg: a limited period delegate to the
enabling legi:Iatigz ;:yl:gé:;Tgahon spec@fied matters. The
which the goverament shall follo:. the principles or directives

2. Legislative power de é
ate (=] Vi exercised
: X legated ? the government shall be

Article €9
Emergency Decree = Laws

1. 1 i .
m:ytg:szv;nt of spec1a1lemerqency circumstances, the go%ernment
pay pase :cr;e laws which shall hzve temporary effect, and shall
be Lssued ﬁub;fitdgn;‘;l Decrecs. Such Decrees shali within

e efore the I ' i
Committee for conversion intoc laL:?ple s Assembly or the Standing

2. The People's Assemb when . r
Yy
1 1 h in seasion, or the Standing Committee
when the Assembly is in recess, shall reach a decision within

Eifteen days beginni
decres. Y ginning from the date of the presentation of the

Article 70
Draft Laws

gg;nfztzident of the Somali Democratic Republic¢, the Standin
Teoplers A 2rm§?e government may present a draft law to the b
Pecple ssembly. A draft law may also be proposed by a memb

° pecple's Assembly provided one third of th ip
greed to such a proposal. © membership

Article 71
Laws Relating to Party Strategy
E
r:3;¥u:f::2r1awb;oncerning Party strategy for the realization of
Lol initia{I; gzc:;;::v::dbthehsystem of the national leadership
i y the cent
People’s Assembly shall reach a finalnd::isggzmittee' before the
Article 72
Promulgation and Publication of Laws

1. Every law approved b
y the People's Assembli
Committee shall Yaent wichin fore
i be promulgated by the President within forty-
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the Somali Democratic Republic shall, within the
raph 1 of this article, have the power
the grounds

h a decision.

2. The President of
period mentioned in parag
to resubmit such a law o the Assembly stating
thereof with a request to reconsider the law and reac

ove such a law for the second time by

3. Where the Assembly shall appr
ideat shall promulgate it within

a two-third majority, the Fres
forty-five days.

he Assembly and promulgated by the president
shall be publisghed.in the official hulletin and shall come into
foree after the [ifteenth day of its publication, uniess the law
shall prescribe a difrerent time limit.

4. Every law approved by t

Argicle 71

The Deputy

1. Every deputy sh
people.

all represent the general interests of the Somali

2. pefore asguming functions in the Assenbly a Deputy shall take the

following cath:

In the name of God and Country i gwear that I shall
faithfully, selflessly and with full confidence serve

the Somali pecple, implement the principles of the
revolutlon of 2lat Octoker. 1969, abide by the Constitution
and laws of the country, carty out the socialist principles,
protect the general interests of the people and the

Somali state, defend with all oy ability the freedom,
sovereignty and unity of the country, place the general
interest before private interest, and practice eguality

and justice among the Somali people.

ot be prosecuted for views and opinions expressed

3. A Deputy shall ©
pefore the assembly and its various committees in the exercise

of his responsibilities.

4. HNo crinminal proceadings shall be instituted against a deputy, ner
shall he be arrested, Or his perscn or domicile be subjected to
search, except in cases of flagrante jcto or with the authorization

of the Assembly or the stapding Committee, when the Assembly is

not in gession provided that such an act shall be subsequently
validated by the Assembly.

5. A Deputy shall discharge his responsibilities in the Assembly
while pursuing his ordinary duties. while the Assembly is in
session, or when entrusted with tasks relating to his Assembly
responsibility. a Deputy shall be entitled to an honorarium

which shall be fixed by 2 special law.

Npr ot
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Article 74

Removal and Recall of a Deputy

1.

Evi

me;;zrgﬁggtgrwzga:?a%:lfnié ;g f:lfill the conditions of his
schar.

his responaibility shall be reIievegeogh:u::‘i::pzsizgiggt;o

The electors ma
y recall any deput
on the propesal of one-fougth g? {h:neyzzto:zey have lost confidence

e decision to relieve from r
Th the deputy PO Y Y
esponaibility shall be b

Article 75

Investigations by the Assembly

1.

Ewvi -
qu::{igzsu:g :::1601 :::enm:::: ;igg"‘ to propose motions a'nd‘pur.
r its memb :
shall be obliged to answer within tu:nt;r;;y:hich the Governreat

The Assembly may or i .
its members. Y order investigations through committees comprising

Section Two

The Standing Committee

Article 76

Functions and Powers of the Standing Committee

The St i

bus*ne:gdé?gtgzmixttee shall be the organ which shall direct th

the Assembly betw::gmgége:ZZQShuél :iacharge mien the eoet Oft )

thed e and shall have wi

of asaﬁgu:::iggosgzmentxoned in article 67, pa::gizgh:xilu;icn
e paragraphs J and 12 of the Constitution' 7

Article 77

Membership of the Standing Committee

1.

2.

The Standing Committe
. : ttee shall comprise the
chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, and tegoiiggé?g members:

The chairman and vic
e-chairman of t
chairman and vice-chairman of the s:;nQI;;mgé;mzzzii pecome the
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article 78

The Powers of the Standing Cummittee ‘

The Standing Committee shall have the following powers:
Legislation and amcndment of laws during recesses, subject to
subsequent approval by the Assembly.

2 Interpretation of laws and resolutions of the Assembly.

3 The convening of ordinary and extraordinary sessions of the
Assembly.

] Supervision of election of deputies to the Assembly.

Any other powers granted by the Constitution or the People's

5.
Assembly.
Capital I1
President of the Somali Democratic Republic
Article 79
Head of State P

o & a pu i¢ sha e e Head
: :

The President of the Somali Democratic Republ hall be th

of State and shall represent state power and the unity of the

Somali people.

Article 8¢

Election and Term of Office ‘. m

i blic shall be proposed
i for the President of the Repu c pro
zhetgzn:;:i§:1 committee of the Somali RevolutxoTary Socialist
P:rty and shall be clected by the People's Assembly.

1

i by a majority of two-thirds
on of the President shall be . !
g?etgéegééutics on the first and sccond ballots. A simple majority

shall suffice on the third ballot,
i i f his responsibility in
mbly may relieve the Preg;dent of
> Zzgo?zzice zith&the procedure laid down in paragraphs 1 and 2 of
this article.
i i id office for six years
dent of the Republic shall ho
zggii;fzé ?rom the date orf taking the Oath of Office and shall be
eligible for re-election.

. ice
5 Before assuming office, the President shall take the Oach of Cffic
' sct out in article 73 of this Constitution.
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Article 81

Conditions for Electien

Every Somali whose parents are of Somali origin, shall not have
martied & person not of Somali origin, has fulfilled the conditions
for election to the Assembly, and hag attained the age of forty
may be eligible for election to the Presidency of the Somall
Democratic Republic. The President of the Republic while in
office shall not marry a person not of Somali origin.

Article 82

Duties and Powers of the President

In addition to the powers and duties granted by the Constitution
and the laws, the President of the Somali Democratic Republic shall
have the following powers and duties: :

L

: ’
1. Representation of the state in relationg with foreign states.

2. Representation of the unitary nature of the political leadership
of party and state,

3. Ratification of international treaties relating to defense and
security, sovereignty and independence of the Republic, on the
approval of the Central Committee of the Party and People's
Assembly,

4. Ratification of other international agreements.

5. Reception and accreditation of ambassadors and heads of foreign
missions.,

6. Chairmanship of joint meetings of party and state institutions.

7. MAppointment and dismissal of ministers and deputy-ministers.

8. Appointment and dismissal of the President of the Supreme Court,
Attorney-General of the state, having heard the opinion of the
Central Committee of the Somalil Revolutionary Socialist Party.

9. Appointment and dismissal of senior state officials having heard
the opinion of the Couneil of Ministers.

10. Grant pardon and commute sentences.

11. To be Commander=in-Chief of the armed forces and chairman of the
National Defence Council.

12. Declare states of war and peace after authorization by the Central
Committee of the Party and the People's Assembly.

13. Ipitiate a referendum when the country is faced with important
issues.
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14. To issuc Fresidential decrces.
15. Confer medals and cther state honors.
Article 83

Extraordinary Powers of the President

1. fThe President of the Somali Democratic Republie, shall have the
power, after consultations with the National Defence Council, to
proclaim emergency rule throughout the country or a part of it,
and take all appropriate measures when faced with grave matters
endangering the sovereignty, internal or external security of
the country, or ia circumstances of absolute necessity.

2. In the event of a state of war the President shall assume power
over the entire country, and those articles of the Constitution
which shall be incompatible with such a situation shall be suspended.

vice Presidents

1. The President of the Somali Democratic Republic having heard the
opinion of the Central Committee of the party and People's
Assembly may appoint one or more vice-presidents.

2. Before assuming functions the vice-president or vice-presidents
shall take the cath of office set out in article 73 of the

Constitution.

Article 85

Incapacity to Discharge Responsibility

1. In case of death, resignation, or permanent disability of the
President of the Somali Democratic Republic, a new President
shall be elected within sixty days in accordance with the
procedure laid down in article B0 of the Constitution.

2. Until the election of a new President, or in case of a temporary
disability of the President the first vice-president shall
temporarily assume the presidency.
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Capital 111

The Government
Section 1

Central Government

Articie B

Council of Ministers

1.

2.

The Council of Ministers shall be the su
the Central Government. preme executive organ of

council and ministers. '
‘ r
The President of the Somali Democratic Re i
public shall be th,
chairman of the Council of Miniaters. ¢

The Council of Ministers shall consist of the chairman‘of the

The President may appoint a Prime Minister if h i
bt pront e shall deem it

Article 87

Powers of the Council of Ministers

In addition Fo.the powers granted by the Constitution and laws
Council of Ministers shall have the following powers:

To present draft laws to the Pecple's Assembly.
To direct, coordinate and supervise Covernment activities.
To issue decrees.

To direct activities relating to the defence and security of
the state.

To prepare the annual budget and accounts.
To lay down the plan for the economic development of the country.

To conclude agreements with foreign countries a i
I nd
e e g internaticnal

To take every step to safe guard the interest of the state and
public order within the powers granted by the Constitution.
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Article 88

Organization of the Government

i and functions of the
jal law shall establxsh_t@e powers . 0
t éoigzgi of Ministers not spegified by the Constitution.

i ini ministeries and
ization of the Councxllof Ministers, n
2 Igfazzgag}fices shall be determined by presidential decrees.

Article 89

penal Liability of Ministers

1 Ministers shall be liable for grime resulting from the execution
' of their functions.

2 The Law shall determine the progedure for grosecgtinga:;n;:;e;iher
’ for erimes menticned in subsection 1 of this article

crimes,

Article %0

Oath of Cffice

i i i t members shall take the
suming their functions governmen s a
giigrgfagfficeqset out in article 73 of the Constitution, before

the President of the Republic.

Article 91

Government Program

i i ent shall present its
ent to its appointment, the Governm i
gtg;ig: to the central committee of the Party and the People's

Assembly.

Article 92

Deputy Ministers
i isted by deputy ministers
ini re in their functions may be assis
:;;;?ﬁied by the President of the Republic, having heard the
opinion of the Council of Ministers.

.

"
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Section 2

Decentralization of Power and Administration

Article 93

Administrative Decentralization

As far as possible administrative functions shall be decentralized
to local administration and public bodies.

Article 94

Local Administratjon

I. Local adminiatrative powers shall be an integral part of the
central government powers of the Somali bemocratic Republic,

2. The law shall determine local administrative pbuers'in accordance
with the principle of democratic centralism.
Article 95
People’s Local Councils
1. The people shall directly elect members of the Pecple's local

councils.

2. The law shall determine the structure, powers, scurces of revenue
and the relationship between the People‘'s local councils, the
Party, People's Assembly and the State.

Capital IV

The Judiciary
Section I

Principles of Justice

Article 96
objectives of Justice

1. The courts and the office of the Attorney-General shall protect
the soclalist aystem nf the State and its social structure.

2. The courts and the office of the Attorney-General, in the ful-
filiment of their responaibility shall inculcate in the Somalt
citizen a spirit of participation in the conatruction of the
country, defence of the soclalist system, observance of the laws,

social cooperation and the faithful discharge of state and social
duties,
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3. The Judiciary shall ensure chservance of tye laws, and‘shall
guarantee the protection of the freedom, rights, and life of the
citizen, interests and dignity of the human being.

Article 97

Unity of the Judiciary

The Judiciary of the Somali Democratic Republic shall be unified.
Article 98

independence of the Judiciary

Judges and Attorney-Generals shall be independent in the performance
of their functions and shall be guided by the rule of law; they

shall not be relieved of their responsibilities except in
conditions provided by the law.

article %9

Court Proceedings

1. The court proceedings shall in principle be oral and ?h§11 be
open to the public. The law shall determine the conditions in
whieh the proceedings shall be in Camera.

2. Judgments of courts shall be pronounced in the name of the
Ssomali people.
section 2
The Courts

Article 108

Courts of the Republic

1. The courts of the Somali Democratic Republic shall c?mprise the
follewing: The Supreme Court, Courts og Qppeal, Regional courts,
District courts, Judicial committees, Military courts.

2. special courts whose jurisdiction and structure shall be
determined by law, may be established.

3. people’'s judges shall participate in the courts as determined
by special law.

L

I
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article 101

The Suprema Court
The Supreme Court shall be the highest judicial organ in

the Somali Democratic Republic. It shall regulate , and supervise
the activities of all the courts.

Article 102

Organization of the Judiciary

The organization of the Judiciary in the Somall Democratic
Republic and the mode of appointment of judges ghall be determined
by a speclal law.

Section 3

Article 103

The Attorney-General of the State

1. The office of the state Attorney-General shall comprise: the
attorney-general and his deputies.

2. The establishment of the office of the Attorney-General and
its Functions shall be determined by a special law.

Article 104

Responsibilities of the State Attorney-General

1. The office of the atate Attorney-General shall ensure the strict
observance of the laws of tha country.

2. 1t shall ensure that the decisions, orders and directions of
state institutions are in accordance with the Constitution and
the laws of the country.

3. It shall initiate proceedings against anyone who gshall commit
a crime.

4. It shall supervise the prisons and reformatories.
5. It shall protect the rights of the weaker section of society.
6. It shall fulfill any other functions prescribed by the law.

Section 4
The Higher Judiciary Counsil
Article 105
Responsibility of the Higher Judiciary Council

1. The Righer Judiciary Council shall ke the organ which shall
direct the general policy and administration of the Judiciary.
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2. The Higher Judiciary Council shall advise the President of the
Republic con amnesty, appointment, transfer, promotion, and
dismissal of judges and members of the office of the Attorney-
General.

1. It shall superv.se the functions and conduct of judges and

- "
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Article 110

National Defense Council

members of the office of the Attorney-General. 1. The responsibilities of the National Defense Council shall be to
evaluate conditio

4. fThe structure of the Higher Judiciary Council and its functiocns of the country Hn:’mggiir::gnig :2:og$s::’:e::g ary :ecurity

shall be determined by a special law, the defense needs of the country. sary for meeting
Article 106 2. g::ipfesidgn:hOthhe Somali Democratic Republic shall be the
rman o e

Chairmanship of the Higher Judiciary Council other members. ational Defense Founcil and shall appoint

The President of the Somali Democratic Republic shall be the 3. The law ahall determine the powers of the National befense

chairman of the Higher Judiciary Council.
Article 107

Constitutionality of laws

1. There shall be a constitutional court which shall have the
power Lo decide on the censtitutionality of laws,

2. The conscitutional court shall be composed of the supreme court
aleng with members from the people's Assembly nominated by
the President of the Republic having heard, the opinion of the
standing committee.

3. The Procedure composition and the term of the constituticnal
court shall be determined by a special law.

Chapter V

Council both in time of peace and war.

Chapter VI

Miscellaneous Provisions

R
v

r

Article 111

The Basic Law

1.
2.

(I

The Constitution shall have supreme legiglative authority.

The Constitution of the Somali Democratic Re i
public shall be
the basis for all laws, decrees and order of state institutions.

Article 112

Amendments to the Constituticon

Cefense and Security of the Country 1. Amendments to the Constitution may be proposed by the President
. of the Somali Democratic Republic, the Central Committee of ihe
Article 108 Party or one-third of the membership of the People's Assembly.
Responsibilities of the Armed Forces 2. The People’s Assembly shall approve Amendments to the Constituti
by a two-thirds majority. on
1. The armed forces shall protect the sovereignty and independence
of the Somali Democratic Republic, the achievements and fruits 3. Amendments to the Constitution shall not affect the following:

of the Revolution against internal and external enemies,
ensure internal security and peace and shall participate in
the construction of the country.

2. The state shall develop the capability and technical expertise
of the armed forces, raise their political consclousness, and
inculcate in them the spirit of nationalism and self-sacrifice

for the motherland.
Article 109

a) the Republican system of the country

b) the adoption of the principle of socialism

c} territorial unity

d) the fundamental rights and fresdems of the cicizen and
individual,

Article 113

Transitional Provisions

1. The laws at present in force shall continue
, to apply and th
sections which are found incapatible with the Coggt{tution g;:ll

Structure of the Armed Forces
be smended within one year,

The structure and the organization of the armed forces shall be
decermined by a special law.

"
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i i hat the institutions prescribed by the i
z it i ¢ i their powers shall be excercised

Constitution are established,
by existing institutions. ‘- ‘
Article 114

Entry into Force

The Constitution shall come inte force with effect from the
date of the declaration of results of the referendum.

A

- PRESIDENTIAL DECREE

ON THE COMPOSITION
OF REGIONAL AND DISTRICT REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES
October 23, 1980

Having seen: articles 82 and 83 of the constitution, having
seen: Presidential decree, number one of 21st October 1980 on the
state of emergency, considering: the necessity to take the appropriate
steps in realizing the objectives of the state of emergency, consider-
ing: the necessity of establishing on the regions and the districts,
revolutionary committees which are to take the especlal responsibility
of mobilizing, and organieing the masaes as well as defending and
upholding the obhjectives of the 21 Oct. Revelution, consulting the
Mational Defense and Security Committee, issues the following:-

Article I

Revoiutionary Commlttees. are eatablished in every region and
district of the Country. ™oL

"N
I

Article 2

Regional Revolutionary Cormittee is comprised of the following:

1} Regional Party Secretary: ~Member
2} 1lst Assistant Regional Party Secretary: ~-Member
3} 2nd Asgistant Regional Party Secretary: ~Member
4} Regional NHational Army Commandant: ~Member
5} Regicnal Police Commandant: -Member
6} Regional National Security Service head: ~Member
7} Regional Custodial Corps Commandent: ~Member

8} Regional Commandant of the Pecple's Militia: -Member

District Revolutionary Committee is comprised of the fellowing:

1) 0Oistrict Party Secretary: -Chairman
2} 1lst Assistant Party Secretary: =Chairman
3} Chairman of the District Assembly: =Chairman
4} Army Commandant atationed in the Diatrict: -Chairman
5) Officer in charge of the Distriect Police

Station: -Chairman
6) District Security Officer: ~Chairman
7} Commander of the District Pecople's Militia: -Chairman
Article 3

1. Each committee can have sub-committees which would carry out
special tasks as is defined in Article € of this decree. These sub-
committees will be named by the regional and district committees
respectively.

2. The sub-committees will be chaired by & member of the
regional or the District committee respectively, and will be comprised
of specialists and other professional persons.




Article 4

The District Revelutionary Committee will be represented in the
villages by a Committee comprising 3 persons chaired by the Secretary
of the party cell of the village.

Article 5

The sessions of the Regicnal and District Revelutionary Com-
mittee will be valid only with the participation of 1/3 of its members,
and their resolutions would be adopted by simple majority.

Article 6

The Regional and the District Revolutionary Committee will
carry out the following duties and responsibilities:

1. To mabilize and organise the people for a qational defense
and serve the interest of the people in accordance with the objec-
tives of the Revolution and in line with the State Emergency;

2. To assist and care for the refugees in the regions and the
districts as well as to help government agencies and international
institutions running the refugee camps:

3. To eradicate tribalism and regionalism;

4. To eradicate maladministration, nepotism, favouritism.
embezzlement of public funds, inequality and injustice;

5. To eliminate rumour mongering and spreading of fallacies;

6. To make effective inspection on the activities of the
government institutions:

7. To work hard towards fostering unity and co-operation amaong
the people as well as raising them their patriotism.

Article 7

The Chairman of the Regional or the DPistrict Revolutionary
Committee, in representation of the SDR President and in consultation
with other members of their Committees are fully empowered to imple=-
ment the objectives of the State Emergency laid down in the presiden-
tial Decree number one issued on October 21, 1930 and the responsibil-
ities defined in Article 6 of this decree and particularly. They are
also to make provisional decisions on:

a. Limiting the activities and meetings of the individuval
in order to maintain peace and security as well as safeqguard
the natieonal political leadership:

b. Imposing a detention of not more than 90 days, and
through investigation of pature of the case committed;

c. Giving extra-ordinary powers to public and army insti-
tutiens.
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. 2. The Execution of the resolutlon defined in Ne. 1 article of
this decree is the respongibility of the Hational Security Service.

Article 8

The sentence defined in Article 7(B) of this decree will apply
to the person when his/her crime is not punishable by law No. 1
enacted on January 10, 1970, and other penal codes this last state of
the accused will be brought to the court empowered to execute the
nature of the offense of which the peraon is accused or to the Regional
and the District Committees for consideration.

2. Reaching decigion on the viclation of law No. 1 enacted on
January 10, 1970, is the prercogative of the Regional and District
Revolutionary Committees, and will be submitted to the SDR President
for approval.

Article 9 N

1. 1If the offense is not more serious, anybody-whéléiolates
the resolutions of the Chairman of the Regional or District Revolu-
tionary Committees will receive a punishment of up to a one-year
imprisonment or up to a fine of 10.000 So. Sh.

. 2. The.meeting out of sentences on the offensive prescribed
én the preceding number ig the prerogative of the District Security
ourt.

Article 10

The District Revolutionary Committee will submit to the
Reg%onal Revolutionary Committee a regular report detailing District's
action programme, the quality and results achieved; it should also
forward a copy of the report to each of the SDR President. the SRSP’s
Central Committee for Organisation and Mobilization, and the Local
Government and Rural Development Ministry.

Article 11

The Regional Revoluticnary Committee will forward to the Presi-
dent of the SDR a region's action programme a copy of which, to be
transmitted to the SRSP Central Committee's General Bureau for
Organization and Mass Mobilization as well as to the Ministry of
Local Government and Rural Development.

Article 12

1. The Chairman of the Reglonal and the District Revolutionary
Committees shall maintain direct contacts with the SDR President on
matters relating to the implementation of the cbjectives of the
state of emergency.

2. On ordinary matters, the competent bodies shall be contacted.

Article 13

This Decree takes effect from October 23, 1980, and will be
published in the official Bulletin.

3
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PRESIDENTIAL DECREE
NUMEER 3

ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SRC COMMITTEES
October 23, 1980

Decree Number 3 of 23rd October 1980 states:

Having seen: Articles B2 and 81 of the Constitution. Having
seen: Presidential Decree Number One of 21 October 1980. Knowing:
the necessity to reinstate the powers and functions of the members
of the Supreme Revolutionary Council so as to straighten any handicaps
impeding the progress of the 2lat October Revolution:

Issues the following:

Article 1. The following committees have been named:
1} Defense and Sécurity Committee; -
2) Economy, Commerce and Finance Committee:
3) Political Committes:

4) Social Committegy

5) Control and Aud?‘ing Committee.

I

Article 2. The Committees referred to in Article One of
this decree comprise members of the Supreme Revolutionary Council
(SRC) .

Article 3. The Committees shall execute the following
duties and responsibilities:

1. To eliminate any impediments as regards to the objec-
tives and aspirations of the Revolution.

2. To reorganize the general set-up of the government
institutions.

3. To fight undermining of work, embezzlement of public
properties, mal-administration, favouritism, injustice and inequality.

4. To eliminate tribalism and spreading of fallacies and
rumour-mongering.

5. To see that justice is properly executed.
6. To safeguard national defense and sovereignty.

7. To supervige over and give advice on ways of uplifting
producting and promoting economic, and Commercial development and
state firances.

8. To supervise over the implementation of internal
policies and foreign policies, and

9, Any other task pertaining to the implementation of the
objective of the State of Emergency.

Article 4. Each and every Committee is fully empowered to
carry out 211 necessary steps in fulfilling the regsponsibilities
entrusted to them.




2. Every Committee can inspect government institupions
taking necessary measures against anybody proven guilty of mismanage-
ment or of committing other mistakes.

Article 5. Every Committee can have sub-committees
comprising specialists and other experienced people.

Article 6. The respensibilities and duties of every
Committee shall be issued in a special law.

Article 7. 1In order to ensure that the Committees are

coordinated, the President has appeinted a momber of Fhe Supremne
Revolutionary Council as the Chairman of the Secretariat of the SRC.

Article 8. This decree will be effective from 23rd October
1980 and will be published in the Official Bulletin.

U
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PRESIDENTIAL DECREE
NUMBER 4

ON THE ESTABLISHMENRT OF SRC COMMITTEES
October 23, 1980

Decree Number 4 of 23rd October 1980 states:

Having seen: Article 83 of the Constitution. Having seen:
Presidential Decree Number One of 2lst October 1980, on the State of
Emergency. Having seen: Decree Number Three of 23rd October 1980 on
the establishment of the Committees of the SRC. Knowing: the
necessity of naming members of the Supreme Revolutionary Council.

Issues the following decree:

Article 1. The Committees of the SRC shall come under the
President of the SDR and shall consist of:

1. Dpefenge and SeEurity Committee: N

1) Lt. General--Mohamed Ali Samater ==Chairman
2) Brig. General--Ahmed Suleiman Abdalla--Vice-Chairman

2) wEconomy, Finance and Commerce Committee:
1} Major General Abdalla Mohamed Fadil --Chairman

2} Col. Ahmed Mohamoud Farah --Vice-Chairman
3) Col. Farah Wais Dule -~Member
4} Col, Muse Rabille Good -~Member
3) Political Committee:
1} Brig. Gen. Ismail Ali Abokor ~=Chairman

2) Col. Mohamed Omer Jess --Vice-Chairman
3} Col. Abdikadir Haji Mohamed ~=~Membex

4} Social Committea:

1} Maj. Gen. Hussein Kulmie Afrah --Chairman
2) Brig. Gen. Mohamed Ali Shire -=-Vice-Chairman
3} Col. Abdirasak Mohamoud Akubakar =-=-Member
4} Col. Osman Mochamed Jelle *  ==-Member
S) Col. Abdi Warsame 1Isak -=Membher
5) Control and Auditing Committee
1) Brig. Gen. Mohamoud Gelle Yusuf =--Chairman

2) Col. Ahmed Hassan Muse ~~Vice~Chairman

Article 2. Jaalle Brig. General Mohamed Sheikh Osman has
been appointed as the Chairman of the Secretariat of the Committees
of the Supreme Revolutionary Council.

Article 3. This decree will be effective from 23rd October
1980 and sha e published in the official Bulletin of the Somali
Demccratie Republic.




ident here
Meanwhile, a third decree issued by the Presi

tonight relieved (with effect tomorroy).sgme SRC members fotheiih
ministerial or administrative responsibilities they held before the
formation of the SRC Committees.

devote them-
The move was taken to enable these me@bers to ;
selves to the execution of their new tasks within the established

committees.

Members relieved of their previous posts are:

1) Jaalle Maj. General Abdalla Mohamed Fadil
{Minister of Health)

2) Jaalle Brig. Gen. Mochamoud Gelle Yusuf
{Minister of Marine Transport & Ports)

3) Jaalle Colonel Ahmed Hasaan Muse
(Minister of Agriculture}

4) Jaalle Colonel Mohamed Omer Jess
{Minister of Tourism)

5) Jaalle Colonel Abdi Warsame Isak . .
{Minister at the Presidency for social Affairs)

§) Jaalle Brig- General Mohamed Ali Shire
{General Administrator of the Agricultural
Development Agency)

7} Jaalle Colonel Farah Weis Dule .
(Administrator General of the National Banana
Board) .

portfolios evacuated by the out-going SRC members will be
provisienally taken over by their respective assistant ministers or
general managers, the decree said.
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PROGRAMME OF THE SOMALI REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST PARTY

INTRODUCTION:

The Somali liberation movement went through many stages with the
ajm of realizing the ideas of the Somall nation. The colonialists,
with the intention of impeding the liberation movement, continucusly
put difficulties in its path.

The Somali liberation movement has affected and was in turn
influenced by the world liberation movements and in particular by
those of Africa and the Arab World.

The aims of the Somali struggle againat colonialism were not
limited to the attainment of political independence and unification
of the Somali nation, it also aimed at and succeeded in the mobiliza-
tion of the Somali masses against colonialism. The people ‘took to
arms and fought bitterly which was a rellection of the maturity of
their conscicusness and the strength of their belief in théir just
cause of liberation.

The revolutionary vanguard represented by the armed forces and
led by comrade Mohamed Siyed Bare made the 2lst October Revolution.
It was necessitated by the consciousness of the need to resume the
second phase of the liberation movement, namely the socio-economic
liberation. The First and the Second Charter of the 21st October
Regolution stated concretely that it was necessary to realize the
ideals of the Somali people for independence and unity. The revolu-
tionary state unified the political independence with the social
transformation. It has also adopted Scientific Socialism as the
only lidealogy with scientific planning that could enable the rapid
building of a new society without exploitation and without social
injustice. Since the Revolution, progressive steps were taken to
change the existing political, economic, social and cultural structures
which paved the way for the creation of socialist society that strives
prosperity.

Cne of the first moves towards the creation of the new society
was the continucus mobilization of the masses, in the form of numer-
ous campaigns, to participate in the nation building. The General
Secretary of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party stated in his
report to the founding congress of the Party, that the revolutionary
state spared no efforts to prepare the conditicons for mass partici-
pation in the state policy making. Such an objective has been realized.

This programme, which was approved by the founding Congress of
the Party, expresses the revolutionary changes that occurred in the
country since the 21st October 1969.

The Party programme is a guidline which channels our talents and
capabilities towards the building of a just and cgalitarian society.

It is the duty of Party members and the Somali masses to study

it, apply it practically in their daily lives and try to overcome the
difficulties that arise in its implementation.
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The Party Programme embodies the essence of the struggle ofI:he

i i ined since the Revolution. s
Somali people and the experlences.galne . . .
practice aﬁd implementation make it possible to build the basis for

a socialist society.

py Comrade Brigadier General

Ismail Ali Aboker
Assistant General Secretary

of the SRSP.
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The working masses of humanity have up to the last guarter of
the 20th century been aspiring and strugglgng to build a society in
which each individual leads a decent life; a society which has no
place for enslavement and the exploitation ¢f man by man. The un-
folding of this struggle has led to the conviction that those aspira-
tions could only be fulfilled when the tolling masses take control
over the organization of the production of labour. The savage class
exploitation and the appropriation of the products of labour, by a
minority of unproductive capitalist and monopolists in the past epochs
awakened the political consciousness and unity of the working people
and incited their rejection of exploitation. This struggle waged

by the human masses resulted in the division of the world into two
idealogical camps: That of imperialism - the system of reaction and
exploitation of the working people - and that of the world progressive
forces represented by the socialist world system and the progressive
working class in the imperialist countries which defend the interests
of the working people.

. .

How could the countries of the Third World, which mestly broke
away recently from the yoke of colonialism, be liberated today from
the nea-colonialist domination economically and culturally? And what
is the best way for them to take to attain rapid and over-all develop-
ment for the interest of the toiling masses? The history of the class
struggle of these societies and the conditions that currently prevail
in the Third World clearly show us the inevitability of the socialist
way to development.

The choice of the socialist path is neither spontaneous nar
imitative. It could only be taken through a bitter and persevering
struggle against the agressionof lmperialism and internal reaction
which jointly try to hinder any socialist development in the Third
world® through various tactics. One of these tactics is to confuse
the leadership and the masses of these countries as to the type of
socialism to be installed. To divert the peoples of the Third World
from Scientific Socialism they propose to them all the different,
subjective and "Special” types of socialism.

As the Preasident of the Somali Revolutionary council pointed out
repeatedly there are no different types of socialism. There is only
one socialism and that is Scientific Socialism which, as an idealogy,
is a culmination of the best and most progressive of the human thought
and of the bitter experience of centurics of oppression and exploitation.

Scientific Socialism has its objective laws which could be
utilized in every country and continent. A prereguisite is to dis-
cover them first and then utilize them according to the specific
conditions of each country. The Countries in which socialism has
struck roots ascertain, beyond doubt, the supremacy of socialism
over capitalism.

In order to obscure and divert the developing countries from this
victory the imperialist world openly strengthena explaitation hinders
any economic and democratic development and internifies its agression
against the people in these countries.
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The world political scene today shows us that the true nature
of imperialism does not change and that it is in essence reactionary
and aggressive. It tries, unsuccessfully., to regain its powers.
This is testified by its consistent interference in other people's
internal affairs and its moral and material support of colonialism.
The daily occurrence of reactionary coups, the use of mercenaries
against liberation movements, the corruption and bribery of the
governments of the Third World and the lpoting of their resources are
all manifestattions of their resistence and refusal to acknowledge
their final inescapable defeat.

The continent of Africa has been in the last centuries maltreat-
ed by colonialism whese footprints are still fresh and who mischie-
vously plot a comeback.
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Since the Second World War the African peoples have achieved
great victories which show that their slumbering powers have to be
reckoned with. A proof of this is the naming of 1960 as the "year of
Africa" in which 17 countries attained independence, Today the
figure is 47. This feat was accomplished as a result of the awaken-
ing of the African masses, their resistance against the long-enduring
enslavement and pauperisation and their understanding that a bright
future would not be given to them as a gift but should only be real-
jized through their will. The african awakening contributed greatly
to the resistence and liberation of the other peoples in the imperial-
ist countries suffering under fascist, and dictatorial regimes. The
solidarity among the different liberation movements in Africa neces-
sarily arcse from their consciousness that their objectives are the
same and that their unified stand against colonialism weakens the
forces of reaction and oppression. The experience gained during the
days of the liberation movement was made use of after the independence
of many countries by establishing the O.A.U. in 1965, The 0.A.U. pro-
moted further the struggle of the African nations towards independence
and development of the economy, technology and culture. It has co-
ordinated the scattered forces which are today united against colon-
jalist and imperialist agression.

It is worthwhile to note here the strong military and econcmic
support given to the African liberation movements by the socialist

countries. Guided by their scieatific conviction of social changes
and still support the liberation movements and the newly independent
countries.

Today after the overwhelming majority of the African countries
are libarated, the guestions we are asking ourselves are: Have the
african countries benefited from the independence that was attained
after a long and bitter struggle?

It was not possible for the African countries to make the best
use of their independence. The reasons are many. But an important
one was the disorientation that happened to the pecples of these
countries after independence. The wishes of the masses were not
more represented by the leadership which strayed from the goals of
the liberation movement and linked themselves to the imperialist
world orvder.
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Some of the reasons for the political confusion of the 1
independant African nations are: newly
1) Lack of any serious and acientific study of the socio-
economic structures of these countries;

2} HNo steps were immediately taken to revi
of the African naticons: Y ve the heritage

3) An easy way of life based upon the capi
pitalist consumptic
p;t::rnl ?:8 wh;tted the perscnal and selfish appetiges "
o e ruling class and tied them atro i -
naticnal bourgeoisie. mger to the inter

All these and many other problems that face Africa cou
been avoided if the liberation movement was not under::ood :: :a:ie
time event that has its finale in political independence, but as a
continuous process necessitating a solid economic base and oriented
;:;gids social justice and equal distribution of income according to
. The Soma!i Democratic Republic was one of the African céhntries
:::E: ?ecame independent in 1960 after a long and boldly national
gle.

. Among the recent phagses of the long struggle for national
liberation were the Dervish war led by Sayld Mohamed Abdulle Hassan
and the lib?ration movement, led by the political parties, which
started during the Second World war.

The objectives of thege struggles were:
a) to liberate Somalia from colonialism,
b} to unify the Somali nation.

c) to transform the old and reactionary traditional structure
based upon tribalism and regionalism and to form a democratic goversn-
ment belonging to all the people.

Ultimately, two of the Somali parts under c¢olonialism became
independant in 1960 and then united to form the Somali Republic.
The leadership of the country fell into the hands of a reactionary
group, a self-seeking cligue closely linked to world imperialism.

This state of affairs not only made impossible th ifi i

e reunification
of the Somali nation but also isolated Somalia from the national
liberation movements and from these countries and peoples with which
it has the same destiny.

# The political leadership directly after independence, which
called itself "democratic”, was indeed bourgecis and reactionary and
served world imperialism. Using the parliamentary system as camouflage
they consistently pursued and promoted their self-interest.
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In 1969, 88 political parties participated in the elections.
These parties were created on the basis of either tribal or regional
and some of them served neo-colonial interests. And in actual fact
they were to serve perscnal ambitions that had no connection with
the interests of the toiling masses.

The reactionary forces have looted and amassed to their bene-
fit the wealth of the people and the country while remaining link-

ed to external capitalist interests which retarded the economic

and social progress of the country. The Somali natien became
mercilessly subjected to injustice, unemployment, poverty and disease.
The reacticn of the people to this bitter experience was not one of
docility but rather one of resistance as has been reflected by the
demonstrations of 1962, 1967 and 1968, which should have been
signals of warning to the reactionary regimes. The political con-
sciousness of the masses was hardened and heightened even though

it did not yet mature enough to lead to the formation of a single
political organization which would have mobilized and channeled
their activities to a specific goal. That delayed the revolutionary
confrontation with the reactionaries.

The country was in such a sitvation when the armed forced led
by comrade Major General Mohamed Siyad Barre and other progressive
officers stepped in on the 21 October 196% to save the Somali

nation.

They clearly identified themselves with and expressed the

peoples wishes.

It was not to serve their own interests that the armed forces
took over power but it was rather to carry out their duty: which
is to defend their mother country and to protect the papulation
from internal and external robbery and exploitation. The armed
forces and other progressive forces supporting them immediately

vealized that it was imperative to execute the revolutionary tasks
democratically and to transform the social structure 50 as to ob-
tain for each individual employment, security and equality. It

was in order to reflect such an objective that the name "Somali
Republic” was changed to "Somali Democratic Republic". The lead-
ing organ of the Revolution, which till today took over the re-
sponsibility to guide the nation, was "The Supreme Revcolutionary

Council®

headed by comrade Major General Mohamed Siyad Barre. The

Supreme Revolutionary Council rendered null and void the national
constitution and the laws which were not in accord with the spirit
of the Revoluticn. These laws were replaced by new ones embodied
in the First Charter of the Revolution. Among them was the law

saying:

justice,

A new society is to be created in Somalia which has
employment for everyocne and social equality as its basis.

A new form of administration was immediately introduced, new
government and public agencies were established and the people
were called upon to take power into their own hands. The purpose
of these new moves were:

a)

b}

To keep away the reactionary forces from power.

To create the material basis for economic and social
development.

S
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c] To lay the carnerstone for the long-term building of
a socialist society.

d) To prepare cadres who are both politically ané pro-
fessional qualified to realize the objectives of the
Revolution.

] ‘The circumstances for accomplishing these tasks were very
diffigult. Nevertheless, the transitional period of social
change was launched. World impertalism and international reaction
spared neither might nor craftiness to destreoy the Reveolution.
ggszevolution was adament, it permitted neither compromise nor
ness.

The Second Chapter was issued in 1970 to implement the
promise of the Revolution which was to embark the country on a new
path in order to realize the wishes of the working masses. This
path was to be that of socialism. The only other alternative
@ould he that of capitaliasm which so far has bot advanced the
interests pf the masses in any of the Third wWorld countries. Mak-
ing Scientific Socialism as its ideological foundation 'and learn-
ing f;om the experience of the socialist werld sysEem, the Re-
volutionary Council has uneguivocally led the country towards the
chose path. The first important steps towards this path were:

The pationalisation of the banks and the foreign companies, intro-
duction of_the single financial system, government take-over and
strengghen;ng of the control cf trade {foreign and local}and the
establishment and enlargement of the public sector both in industry
and agriculture. The Development plans of 1%71-'74 and that of
1974-'78 show the importance given to a planned national eccnomy.
These plans gave the first meaningful experience planning and the
guidance of the national economy. With the implementation of the
two plans: the important sectors of the economy developed rapidly
such as livestock husbandry, agriculture, industry and the infra-
structure education, health, etec. The Crash Programme put hew
lands under the plough and contributed greatly to the increase in
production of essential agricultural foodstuffs.

The'establishment of co-operatives in agriculture, fishery
and handicraft in 1975 through state laws and the historical
programme of removing and settling the drought-stricken nomads in
1975 offer great prospects for the economic and social develop-
ment of the country in the years to come.

Even though the settlement of the nomads was precipitated by
the drought., it was an objective of the Revolution, prior to the
drought, to settle the nomads gradually. It was the conviction
of the Revolution that the subsistence nomads and acricultural
peasants were not in a position to exploit adequately the abundant
land and sea resources of the country.

The Revolution could not leave the masses in the countryside
to the vaga;ies of rural life and to ignorance. Thus convinced,
the Revolution took such steps to better facilitate people's use
of land and sea resources through national planning.
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Besides saving the drought stricken people a long way was
taken towards the implementation of the settlement programme.
The success of these programmes will secure for these people a more
comfortable settled way of life, guarantee the country sglf-sufficiency
in many consumer goods and lay a strong basis for economic develop-
ment and the construction of a socialist society.

Lately, there have been Revolutionary changes in the diffe;ent
political, social and cultural aspects of the soclety. MNWew civil
laws have been passed concerning employment, the pension, free
medical treatment and compulsory education up to the intermediate
school. Drastic measures have been taken to raise the standards of

education, culture and literature.

The writing of the Somali language and the related campaigns
to eradicate illiteracy were historical measures necessary for the
building of a socialist society. Such a society requires the avail-
ability of an enlightened and politically conscious pecplg who would
not become an easy prey te cheap propaganda and superstition.

Besides the dissemination of general and vocational edugation
among the urban and rural population these campaigns contributed
greatly to the improvement of health and cultural and facilitated the
contacts among the people. The use of the Somali language as the
medium of instruction has in turn made it possible for the language
to acguire new words and terminology pertaining to the natural and
social sciences and applicable to the Somali environment.

puring this same period of writing the Somali language, the
university itself, with its different faculties, was in the making.
The establishment of the Naticonal University made the country dis-
pense with the frentic seeking of higher education abroad. Moreover,
it was during this same period that the system of National Service
was introduced. For thousands of young people, this system made it
necessary for them to participate in the nation building before enrol-
ling in the National University.

It is self-evident that the Supreme Revolutionary Council led by
Comrade Major General Mohamed Siyad Barre consolidated all energies
for the construction of a new society based on democratic principles.

The workers committees, organized within the factories and other
public agencies, see to it that laws and regulations are chserved.
They actively participate in their efforts to increase production,
and are also vigilant in protecting the interests of the nation. The
workers committees support and loyally put to practice the directives
of Comrade Siyad to the effect that the workers should be guided in
the period of building socialism, not by short-sighted selfish
interests, but by a long-term Policy of transforming the soclety
materially and spiritually.
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In 1972 a great political advance was made in the way of giving
more power to the people and the realization of a socialist democracy.
The Regional, District and Village Revolutionary Councils were esta-
blished. In addition to representatives of the armed forces and the
central government, the revolutionary council have among their mem-
bers direct representatives of the working people., Since tha:October
Revolution, the working people have been both increased and revelu-
tionized in order to actively take part in the economic and political
life of the society. Thereby, 1372 ushered in the first political
event of this nature in our history enabling the people to genuinely
participate in the management of nation building. It further
strengthened the relations and the confidence between the leadership
and the people. This is evidenced by the great role the people
played in the national activities such as the illiteracy campaign,
the campaign to learn the principles of Scientific Socialism. The
Zelf-help schemes and the reclamation of the land threatened by sand

unes. -

. The political Office of the Presidency of the Supreme Revolu-
tionary Council acted as a strong link in the consclidation of the
relationship between the leadership and the Somali masses. ‘The
political Office mobilized and organized the letter. It played a
leading role in educating the people in the principles of scientific
socialist ideclogy and explained to them the essence of the national
pelicy, internally and externally.

The armed forces, the true sons of the Scmali masses, made the
October Revolution while remaining conscious of the wishes of their
people and partriotically representing them. Today while vigilantly
protecting the Revolution, making peace and stability reign in the
country, they continue to actively involve themselves in the vanguard
role of building a new society.

Before the Revolution the country was in chaos. In the prevail-
ing conditions then, there was no security in life and property.

Besides the changed relation in the new society, the revolution-
ary government reformed the existing laws and issued new ones to
correspend to the new socio-political line.

Furthermore, to ascertain security and justice it became indispen-
sable to develop and raise the political consciousness of the people.

The successes of the Revolution could only be secured and pro-
tected if the working people actively and directly participate in the
administration.

It cannot be sald that the building of a new society could be
achieved without difficulties. The Somali people experienced many
difficult trials in their struggle against economic backwardness,
severe droughts, epedemic digeases and the havocs wrought by the
cyclenes. Only by succeeding in these and other trials was it pos-
sible to stand against the hostile activities of the reactionaries
and the counter-revolutionarjes. They had to fight relentlessly
:g;}quiigribalism the number one enemy of the Somali society and the

olution,

~Ga




Oply if the society is cleaned of tribalism is it possible to
attain national unity and social pregress.

With the intention of reinstituting the old system of government,
the reactionary forces oppose both openly and secretly the laws aqd
decisions of the leadership of the Revolution. They create political
and economic difficulties, bandy around baseless rumours and claim
the nonexistence of a just social system. The reactionaries predict
the inevitability of the failure of the revolutionary system.

However, the scheming of reaction continuously fail and they them-
sleves suffer severely the consequences of the backlash. The revolu-
tionary system continuously gains strength due to its solid integra-
rion with the people. An obvious proof of this was showed during the
severe drought which caused a great deal of loss in both life and
property in many regions of the country. Had it happened before the
revolution it would have, no doubt caused the death of hundreds of
thousands of pecple and its consequences would have drastically thrown
back economic development.

The Supreme Revolutionary Council, the armed forces and the
Somali masses mobilized all resources in order to avert the conse-
quences of this natural calamity.

v

The progressive forgign policy of the Somali Democratic Republic
is in essence a reflection of its revolutionary internal policy. The
foreign policy has as its basis the principles clearly defined in the
First Chapter of the Revolution. The Somali Democratic Repu?lic is
irreconciably opposed to imperialism, neocolonialism and racism. It
consistently and actively supports the policy of peaceful coexistence
among countries with differing socio-political systems. The RDS
reliably pursues a policy of friendship with the socialist and other
progressive countries, it fully supports the struggle of the working
class in the capitalist countries and liberation movements against
exploitation and oppression, and for world peace, progress and demo-
CI‘BC}'.

The Somali nation, cognisant of the strong cultural, religious and
geographical bonds it shares with its fraternal Arab countries has in
1974 joined the Arab League. No one is oblivious of how strong the.
feelings of the Somali people ran when some of the Arab countries
became victims of imperialist aggression, nor of how the Arab
countries lent their unreserved support to the Semali liberation move-
ment. The Somali membership in the Arab League contributes to the
eventual realization of the Arab unity.

The SDR is also an active member of the United Nations, the
Organization of African Unity and the non-aligned Hations and other
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In the foregoing years the SDR has strengthened its friendly ties
with many countries in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. It has
strong relationship with the socialist countries and in particular the
Soviet Union which is based on the principles of equality, mutual
benefit and the non-interference in each others internal affairs.

The correct foreign policy of Comrade Siyad and the other leaders
of the country so far makes possible tiw extension of our relations
with the outside world and further enhances the respect held for us
by other countries and the liberation movements of the Third World.

v

The Somali Democratic Republic entered a new phase in its progres-
sive development which is to lay a solid basis for the building of a
socialist society. To realize these objectives, it is of paramount
importance to rapidly develop the country economically and socially.

A national political erganization is indispensable for the wtiliza-
tion of the objective laws towards social progress, for defending and
promoting the interests of the working people and for ‘vindircating the
ideals of the Revolution.

A political organization with such respensibilities could only be
a vanguard revolutionary party equipped with scientific sogialist
idealogy and benefiting from the international experience of socialist
construction,

Being gquided by socialist principles, being conscious of the
level of political maturity attained by the working masses and being
true to the spirit of the First and Second Charters of the Revolution
the Supreme Revoluticnary Council deemed necessary the creation of a
political party of the New Type which should act as vanguard of the
working people and of all the other progressive forces in the country.

The party of the New Type is categorically Aifferent from the
Somali pelitical parties of old. It has the following tasks to cazrry
out:

1) To create a society based on social justice. equality, unity
and progress:

2) As a true revolutionary party, its objective is not only to
take-over power, but to consciously affect revolutionary social
changes;

3) To represent and defend the interests of the Somali people and
in particular the interests of the working people and the
progressive forces;

4) To mobilize, agitate, educate and guide the Somali working
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masses, and not to stagnate into a club riddled with strile
poclemies;

S) To have its work guided by the principles of internationalism:

6) To implement and apply the general objective laws of socialism
to the specific conditions in this country: to be in a posi-
tion to forecast all changes and trends in the society and
accordingly to prepare scientific programmes to solve
internal and external problems;

In the economic sphere the Party takes upon itself te fulfill the
following tasks:

1) To build material and technical basis in order to overcome
economic backwardness and to enable the development of a
socialist society;

2} To make a realistic and detailed plan of the most important
sectors of the economy and to insure its implementation—
this being a condition of scientific leadership.

3) To spare no efforts in improving the living conditions of the
nomads and their livestock, which are the backbone of the
national economy; to improve the pasture areas, veterinary
and husbandry services and to plan the introduction of higher
and more productive breeds of livestock, to establish state
and cooperative holding grounds for livestock in order to
satisfy the needs of both people and industry.

4) To expand the productive capacity of agriculture by using
both extensive and mechanized methods of cultivation and by
creating efficient state and cooperative farms. Agriculture
is to be guided by the policy of catering to the needs of the
population and industry and above that, to create reserves
available in case of emergencies; to consolidate the successes
of the present settlements and to plan the eventual Settle-
ment of all the nomadic people in the form of socialist
cooperatives which guarantees a higher and more comfortable
way of life,

%) To expand and strengthen the productive capacity of the
public sector in industry by creating new plants and by
improving the efficiency of the existing ones in order to
locally substitute import, create more employment and to
supply the population with more and better industrial goocds.

§) To employ all possible methods of exploiting the national
water resources in order to be able to satisfy the needs of
the population, livestock, agricultural and industry, to
expand the transport network of the country (land, sea, and
air) and its links with outside world to improve the radio
and telecommunication system and to build a television
station.
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8)

9)

In the gocial sphere the party take upon itself to fulfill the
following tasks:

1}

2)

i)

4)

5)

6)

n

8)

9)

To increase the valuta reserves of the country through the
expansion of the production capacity of the country and the
enlargement of both internal and external trade and through
the improvement of state supervision of industrial and
agricultural activities, financial agencies and taxation
methods.

To encourage the investment of foreign and local capital in
the national economy within the limits considered not anta-
gonistic to the national plan and the socialist development,

To strengthen and increase forelgn trade according to the
policy of egual and mutual benefit. To expand the traditional
exports and to import the goods necessary for the national
economy .

.

To introduce a social insurance system in the couﬁtry and to
safeguard the health and the well-being of the new dociety
both physically and spiritually:

To complete and make the policy of the free medical care more
practicable through the building of more hospitals, the
training and employment of more medical doctors, the produc-
tion of medicine locally, the prevention of epidemic diseases
through sanitary and epidemic services and education of the
pecple in health matters: it is also important to give
special care to the health of mothers and children.

To consolidate the compulsory intermediate education through
the construction of more schools and the provision of all the
necessary facilities;

To expand and strengthen the system of adult education:

To improve and extend vocational education to the secondary
and university level in order to prepare professional
for the different branches of the eccnomy;

To harmonize the curriculum of education with the development
of the economy, culture and policies related to the socialist
construction;

To promote and encourage the development of socialist culture
and traditiona by assimilating the beat and revolutionary
parts of our national heritage and at the pame time by
learning from that of other nations;

To encourage and develop the national arts, literature and
folklore;

To give special care to sports in order to prepare healthy
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youth able to work and defend the country if necessary:

10) To bhe constantly consciocus of the pension system and te
improve and systematise it:

In the political sphere the party takes respongibility to build
a strong basis for socialist democracy in the following manner:

1) prepare a new natignal constitution:

2) To improve the central and regional adminigtr§tive system
in order to adjust it to the spirit and principles of
Scientific Socialism;

3) To strengthen the state administrative system by improving
the professional capabilities of the government gmplgyees
and by inculcating in them tenents of the socialist ideclogy;
to prepare the employees to sacrifice themselves for the
revolutionary ideals;

4% To encourage the workers' movement and their organization, te
coordinate their activities with the state and the nagional
economy and improve the supervisien of public enterprises;

In the sphere of foreign policy the Party will do all its best to
realize the principles indentified in the First Charter of the
Revolution:

1) To continue the struggle against imperialism, colonialism,
neocolonialism and racism, to continue to support peace and
the principles of peaceful coexistence among the different
socio-political systems;

2) To continue to support the nacional liberation movements, the
struggle and solidarity of the African people to achieve full
independence;

3 To consolidate the friendly cooperation among tpe African
countries, and in particular among the East African
countries, and solving before hand the internal conflicts
among them peacefully and through friendly understanding.

4) To give assistance te the Sqmali people.ddxvéieﬁ by colonial
ism, in their struggle for indendence and unity;

ici i iviti f the Arab
ctivel articipate in the actxy1txes ] i
® {gaggz? the Oﬁqgnization of African Unity, the United MNations

and other internaticnal organizations:

velopment of bilateral and multilateral

To tribute to the de X
o nor frican and Arab countries:

conperaticon among the A
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71 It is among the dyties of the Party to fully back the cause
of the Arab nations in their struggle against Imperialism and
Zioniam, to liberate the occupled Arab territories and to
correct the injustices done to the Palestinian nation by
recognizing their legal rights;

8) To strengthen and promote the relations of friendship and
cooperation with the soclialist states, their parties and
social organizations;

9) To support the just struggle of the working class in the
capitalist countries and that of other progressive forces in
the world,

The Party is convinced that, in the present stage of social develop-
ment, the armed forces of the Somali Democratic Republic are still in
the fore front of the soclety, executing thelir duties in the defense
and construction of the country. The Party gives special and pre-
minent consideratjon in strenghening the defense capabilities of the
country which includes advancing the technical proficiency of the
armed forces the Party will do all its best to raise the political
consciousness of the armed forces, their spirit of patriotism and
their readiness in case of war and their defense of the principles
of Scientific Seocialism.

The Party is to protect the successes of the Revelution from the
plots and sabotages of local and foreign reactionaries and counter-
revolutionaries. The part is conscious of the importance of security
to development and therefore the organs responsible to keep the peace
like the National Security Services, the police and the Victory-
bearers (Guulwadayaal). The people employed in these organs should
be selected for their conviction and loyalty to the principles of the
Revolution. They should he properly educated in all matters connected
wi;h their work and their political consciousness should be constantly
raised.

Without the collaboration of the people the Party alone cannot
build the new society. To carry out its duties the Party should rely
on the support of the working class, the agricultural peasants, the
herdsmen, petty traders, the armed forces and the progressive intel-
lectuals. The extent of its power is directly related to the extent
it is tied to the masses.

The Party is to guide the masses but at the same time rely con the
support of the social and mass organizations and shoul@ direct and
guide them. At the same time the Party should develop strong rela-
tiond with the state institutions. Weakness in the party's theo-
retical, political and organizational guidance will lead away from
the right path, giving opportunith to imperiaslist ideoclogy and politics
and to the other enemies of the Revolution. The revolutienary vigi-
lance will thereby be endangered.

Political work is an important function of the party. Socialist
principles are to be taught, studied and developed. The ideological
understanding of the party members and the working people ahould be
raiged. It is only through such understanding and loyalty to the

soclallst idcology that the right political path of the party will be
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Islam is the religion of the Somali masses. It has played a
powerful role in the struggle of the Somali nation against colon?al—
ism, injustice and ignorance. It is widely known that the Islamic
religion proclaims equality, justice and national progress. The
Revolution, being aware of all these qualities has, reingtated to
Islam the respect that it deserves. It has taken part in the lmprove-
ment of the traditional Islamic Sechools, directly encouraged Islamic
education and built mosques for its practice.

The party besides widening the circulation of the soclalist ideas
considers its duty to analyze and disclose the defects of the im-
perialist thoughts and those of their lackys in Somalia,

In order to be able to build a socialist society the Party gives
importance to the preparation, the training and the proper distribu-
tion of the Party cadres. The Institute of Political Sciences plays
an important role in this field. The Institute educates, prepares
and activities the consciousness of the party cadres and that of
social organizations and scientific institutions. It is the only
center in Semalia which provides Party education and political
orientation.

The results of the sacrifices of the masses and the party cadres
in the near and distant future in further developing the Revolution
largely depend upon the resourcefulness and successes of the party
of the New Type and upcn how far it succeeds to win the masses to its
aide and mobilizes the mental and physical potentialities of the
people towards the construction of a prosperous socialist society.
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SOMALI REVOLUTIONARY
S0OCIALIST PARTY
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PARTY

INTRODUCTION

The Somall Revolutlonary Soclalist Party, is a Politlcal Party
vhose aims and objectives are to lead the Somali people to prosperity
and new socic-economic development based on eguality, social justice
and the total abolition of exploitation of man by man.

It 1ls a Party whose entlre membership i8 united by the common
bellef in and conviction on the principles of Scientific Sccialism
which makes correct analysis and provides solutlons to class struggle,
socialist revolution and the construction of a Socialist scociety. For
fulfilling its historical @utles that are connected with the various
astages of development; it is essential to implement and consclously
practice the Party rules which were unanimously approved by the
Founding Congress of the Party. The success and the achiavement of
the Party will entirely depend upon the extent and the degree by
which the Party rules and articles are respected, protected and im-
plemented according to the spirit of the law.

The Party must be consclous of the needs and the asnirations of
the masses, it should also organize and be closely connected with the
Somali Working Class who have sustained and carried out the struggle
through such a long period of time: this enabled us to reach this
new historical “epoch that constitutes a turning point in our secio-
economic and political life. A revolutionary theory can only materi-
alize and develop when it's practically used in life and is efficient-
ly applied through the principles of democratic-centralism which is
the basic functional foundation of the Party. The essence of thia
principle involves consulting each other and reaching decisiona col-
lectively, and at the same time, inculcating the leading organs of
the Party with the apirit of dlacipline, resvect of the Party Leader-
ship and cbedience for the maiority rule. Party members are to be
encouraged to practise and apply the party-rules {n order to achieve
the obhjectives mentioned above.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

The Somali Revolutionary Sociallst Party ia the vanguard of the
Somali Working People. Party members consist of the most active,
progressive and politically conscious members of the society who
represent: workers, peasant farmers, progressive intellectuals, the
armed forceg and petty naticnalist traders.

The Party relentlessely opposea imperialism, colonialism,
racism, zionism and any other form of exploitation of man by man, and,
on the other hand, it leads the Somali maases and struggles for the
creation of & new socliety that is based on social justice and the
establishment of the material base which is an objective necessity

»
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for buildina spcialism. The co-operation and friendly relationship
of the Party with the revolutionary movements of the world and the
socialist countries will play an important rcle in this direction.

The theory of Scientific Socialism is the guldina philosophy
of the Party which properly enables us to understand the qegera} laws
for developing a socialist society and at the same time taking into
account the specific historical experience of the Somali Democratic
Republie. 1n view of this, it is highly essential for the Party to
mobilize and educate the working masges with these principles in order
to realize and fulfill the Proarams of the Party: it is also equally
important to prepare ideologically as well as professionally the
cadres of the Party and those who are going to run the administrative
machinery of the State; to provide the basic guidelines for the orga-
nization and the training programme that will effectively impart, to
the Party members, the spirit of promoting their inter-relations
which in turn., helps in strengthening the co-operation between the
higher bodies and the local organizations of the Party. This policy
can be enhanced if it strictly adhered to the idea of consultation
and the unity of purpose in matters relating to policy and orcaniza-
tion; the increase of the two-way flow of ideas and contacts between
the masses and the Party in order to further their practical implemen-
tation. There is need for critical self-appraisal, preparation,
selection, and proper distribution of the Party cadres. Constant
supervision and control of the work has a determining effect on the
success of these policies. Despite its gimilarities and the general
laws which it shares with other progressive parties of the world: yet
these rules takes inte account the peculiarities of the Somali culture,
customs and the ethical behaviour of our society. These considerations
give all Party members self-confidence and enable them to realize the
aspirations that are based on the prevailing objective conditions, and
ecually encourages them to carry out this historical duty that is en-
trusted to them.

Article 1

With the effect from July 1, 1976 a Socialist Political Party is
founded in the Somali Democratic Republic, It will, henceforward, be
responsible for the direction of the policy, of the country.

The name of Party is "THE SOMALI REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST PARTY".
The emblem of the Party is a hoe and hammer which cross each other
and are encircled by two banana leaves; and the star of the Somali
National Flag is placed over them.

Article 2
PARTY MEMRERS: THEIR RIGHTS AND DUTIES

Every citizen of the Somali Democratic Republic can be a member
of the party, provided that he or she is 1B years old and above:
accepts and recognizes the party programme and rules: executes the
decisions of the Party. Such a person should belong to the party and
can be a member of the Party, provided that he or she actively work
in one of the party cells and regularly pay his/her membership dues.

2
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EXPLANATION

when we consider the conditions and the terms expected from every
member, Article 2 shows that, a party member above any other thing-
should recognize, accept and implement the party programme and rules.
What is the significance of this fact? It's significance is that
from the very moment the party is founded; every member must join the
party on his own free will and accept the programme and the rules of
the party. This is the only way in which a party whose members share
views and convictions can be created. This can truly be the pecple's
vanguard party. The history of the political parties of many coun-
tries reveal that if it soc happens that some people who infiltrate
into the party, seem to accept, the prooramme and the rules of the
party, but have different views in many other matters, they will in-
evitably cause among the rank and life of the party members, disorder
and confusion which will resuit in serious congequences on the smooth
functioning of the party. If we consider the words of the article
which says "....work in one of the party cells”, we see that these
words have an important significance. The point, in essense, means
that every party member should take a specific role in one Of the
party cells: it means that a member should depend on and follow the
directives of the party cell and observe the discipline of the party,
while at the same time, he/she takes special responsibility for the
work of the cell, working in one of the party cells amounts to taking
part in the activities of the whole party. Article 2, concludes by
words concerning the regular payment of the party member of the mem-
bership dves. What is the importance of this point. For carrying
out its many important functions, the party naturally requires money
for the construction and maintenance of buildings, training of cadres
for the party and the life. From where such financial means could be
obtained?
ing of books, journals and newspapers. The major source of the finan-
cial means of the party is, however, provided by the regular payment
of the membership dues. Despite its importance for financial reasons,
the regular payment of the membership dues is also gignificant for the
strengthening of the relaticnship between the member and the party.
Not enly that, but the party member will also be inculcated with
discipline and the spirit of strict collective behaviocur.

Article 3

DUTIES OF PARTY MEMBERS

Zvery party member must:

1. Work honestly and selflessly for the betterment of the society
80 as to enable the Somali people to achieve progress and
and prosperity;

z. Know the political line of the party and at the same time
work for its implementation;

3. Struggle to accomplish the goals of the Revpolution and protect
its achievements;
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4. Study and practically apply to life the principles of
Scientific Socialism;

5. Fight against tribalism, bad social nractices and any other
custom that constitutes an obstacle to the development of
the society:

6. Observe the discipline, the ethical life of the party and
preserve Party and State secrets;

7. protect and respect party unity which is the basic condition
which facilitates the strength and the capabilities of the
party leadership.

EXPLANATION

The article concerning the duties and rights of a party member
was not previously imcluded in the rules of revolutionary parties,
because it was obviously taken for oranted. However, experience
shows that they are, of necessity, to be explicitly written, and that
is why the majority of the political parties have included them in
their rules in recent years.

On writine the duties and rights of party members, one has to take
into account the actual historical condition which affect the develon—
ment of Somalia today, as they are clearly presented in the speeches
of Jaalle Siyad and the resclutions of the Supreme Revolutionary
Council. The priority task facing the Somali nation today is to
raise the economy of the country and improve the living standards of
the masses.

By their exemplary work the party members can draw the masses to-
wards these objectives., In addition to this, the members of the party
should propagate and explain the party's policy to the masses and
therefore members should study and be conversant with the resolutions
of the party and the principles of Scientific Socialism.

The purge of the administrative machinery that has been carried
cut recently reveals that the Somali Revolution, does not only have
its supporters but it has also those who are against revolutionary

change. The party member should, therafore, defend the Revolution
against external and internal enemies.

Article 4
RIGHTS OF PARTY MEMBERS

A party member has the right to:

1. Elect and be elected to the committees and other positien
of the party;

-
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Freely express his/her opinion, and submit proposals at party
meetings, conferences, the general congress and sessions of
the party before decisions are reached;

3. Ccriticlise, within the Party and at any meeting of
every other member of the party:s ° every level.

4. Participate personally in the meeting and committee sessions
of the party when matters connected with his/her behaviour
and work ares bheing discusaed,

EXPLANATION

R Having show the dutlies expected from the party member before, it
is equally necessary to express his/her rights in the party rules.

If the leaders of the party live up to those ldeals and exercise con-
structive self-criticism they can lay the foundation for creating the
right climate for raising the party member's dynamism and ‘the ability
to work. This will enable the party to utilize, effectivel}'“the
atrength and the knowledge of every one for the common good.r

The clause relatipng to the perscnal

participation of the part
member, when matters connected with his work ang behaviour arg be{nq
discugssed, makes it easier for it to reach sound decisions and at the
same time enhance the reputation of tha party.

Article 5
ADMISSION PROCEDURE OF THE PARTY

The system of admission to the party rests on voluntary and

L on
individual basis. The person who wants to join the party ias to sub-
mit his application to the party cell, (and if there is no party cell,

to the District Party committee, village, ete th
following documents: : 1) together with the

1. An application written on a specisl form which can be ob-

tained from the party ceill or District Party Committee,
village., etc.

Recommendation by two persons who are party members. The
recommendations should testify that the person is gualified
for the membership of the party.

The people who recommend a member are responsible for any-
thing that may arise there from. Hence in the event that
they provide false information to that effect, they will be
held responsible with the possible consequences of being
fined, or expelled from the party.

The person jeining the party should be a candidate a pericd
of 6 to 12 months before he is given full membership.
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The guestion of admission to the party is to be discussed upon

in the general meeting of the party cell. The resolution, to this
effect, can be adopted, if is passed by a two third majority of those
present. However, it can come into force only when it is approved by

the District Party Committee.

¢ the ability and the putstanding
national services rendered by & person. he/she can be exempted from

the above procedure of admission in recognition of his/her work.
Such a case can be proposed by the regional committees and be approv-

ed by the central Committee of the Party.

However taking inte accoun

EXPLANATION

The significance of a new party member's admission lies in the
fact that it passes through the cell which is the grass-root of the
party. In fact, a person is well-known either at his place of work
or residence, and because of this, party members who are his work-
mates can give a detailed description about his/her virtues and
thereby can reach a decision based on intimate knowledge and respon-
sibility as to whether to accept or reject an applicant to the party.
1t seems necessary to show in the Admission form of the party, that
the decision on each application must be taken separately.

The number of people geeking to jein the party will increase with
the growth and expansion of the party.
er the selection of the people best suited

there is a statement saying that member-
d by the party District

To exercise control ov
to take party membership.
ship can be effective only after it is approve

Committec.

e party can be selected from among the

The new members of th
experience and who also have

candidates of the party who have gained
completed the required probationary period. It is, of course, pes-
sible to accept a person into the party without ¢cllowing the normal
procedures of admission 2s mentioned in Article (5).

The objective behind putting the candidate into probation, serves
the purpose of acquainting the persocn with the programme and rules
of the party and, at the same time. allows the party to study his
particular characteristics and needs. The systen in which a person
can be party candidate is just of the same procedural method as ad-
mission into the party. The duration of the probationary period ex-

tends from 6 to 12 months.

However, the candidate can attend the meetings of the party with-
out having voting rights. The experiences of many revolutionary
parties of the world, show the need to have a system of screening and
training the people who are to jein the party. The probationary
period stands for the screening and training system indicated above.

Article 6
PARTY DISCIPLINE

Strict party discipline is 2 necessary condition for the very life
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and the activities of the
party. The resolutions of
must be adhered to and carried out with rapidity agd g;:;{sgg:mlttEEs

The faults and i 3
jdentified thus:n ommissions committed by party members can be

a) Sabotage directed agai
e gainst unity md har i
work and activities of the par{y: mory in ehe mormal
b) MNon-execution of the r
eso i
o oxecution lutions passed by the higher crgans

These faults and ommissio

For mhcey erasmizarione] s ns can result inthe following actions.

Reproach: the nomination of

. : a new provisional comm

:1ghgr organs and replacement of the whole organizati it;ee ird
ppointed members, on with new

Individual members:

If a member mon ]
cos of the party commits a crime he/she will be subjected
. .

1. Oral or written-warning,
2. Party reproach.
3. Temporary sSus i
suspension of one's party responsibili
Eonsideratlon for one's continuation ofpthe Btzyhand o h
n the State. pe 8/she holds

4. Removal from the sensitive posts of the party.

5. Expulsion from the party.
EXPLANATION

The experience of revolutio
. ) : tionary parties shows tha
g:;::v:;EZOEE :;;x;gr: conscious discipline because p:e:is:rgidc:::gg
: rogramme and rules
fillment of the tasks ydp i e e immitrens
uties and res i i
must be the law for e;ery party membe:TUtlons of party conmittees

The aims and objectives of i
. thogse articles are to
infiltration of unwanted elements into the party and gi::ezg ::gve as

the basis for maintainin
g the integrity of part
suring co-ordinatio& and strict discip%ine 5ith¥nm§§:e;:r:;d for ens

Article 7

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE PARTY

The party is organi
centralism, which mgag:ZEd on the basis of the principles of democratic
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1. Election of Party Committees, from the bottom to the top;

2. sStrict Party discipline and the observance of the principle
of majority rule;

3. Obligatory fulfillment of the decisions of higher party com-
mittees by the committees.

Article B

basis of settlement and production:
ed at the places where the party
d within villages and districts.

The Party is organized on the
party organizations must be creat
members work or live and be linke

Article 9

e right to take decisions

i h
All the party organizations have t. K e ighar

provided that they do not contradict the decisions o
party organs.

Article 10

The supreme ruling organs of the party are:

for local party cells at the

which is meant : t e
1. Cener et tives, educational insti-

jndustries, military camps, coopera
tutions etc.

2. Conference which is meant for regional, district and village

party organizations.

i bers. It
3. Congress which is meant for the whole par?y mem .
opegly elects Secretaries, bureau or committee to direct the
deliberation and activities of the Congress.

Article 1l

THE SUPREME PARTY ORGANS CONGRESS
CONGRESS

The most supreme organ of the party which expresses itsdwilléhEUt
lines its goals and tasks, is the national Congress summone ﬁ he e
Central Committee. The Congress takes place at least onie eve {ra-
years. The Central Committee has the prerogative to call an e: Ta-
ordinary Congress if so required, The date of the Congress :2 e
agenda are announced not less than one month before the ipaz ngf the.

A party Congress formulates the ingernal and external peolic %sthe

party and the State. It has the right to make amendments °1 the Lttee
party Programme and Rules: approves the Report of the Cengr: o e ’
Central Inspection Commissicn and elects the Central Committee

Central Inspection Commission.

o

L

The founding Congress empowers thas central committee to amend
the party constitution, if necessary, in the psriod before the forth
coming Congress. Any amendments therafore should strictly raflect the
essence of the party constitutirn.

Article 12
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Being the supreme body in between the party congresses:

1} The Central Committea outlines the general directions of
government administrative polices, and the activities of
other social organizations;

2) Represents the party's external relations;

3} hApproves the creation of regional, district, and village
party organizations and coordinates, organizes and directs
their activities; ) ‘

4) Lays the procedure for conducting the party congress, con-
ferences, meeting and election of the varicus committees of
the party.

5) Responsible for the financial administration of the party, and
report of party-members, etc:

6) Carries out the selection and placement of party Cadres;

7} Examines and watches to see that the people suspected or
proved to be engaged in subvarsive activities are not allowed
to hold any important positions within the party or the state,
The suspicion may involve sabotage corruption, tribalism,
opportunism ete,

8) Direct the matters related to orientation, broadcasting service
and publishing of newspapers, magazines etc.

EXPLANATION

The article on the Central Committee deserves far-reaching con-
siderationa, It proceeds from the party rules that the Central Com-
mittee is a Supreme body of the political leadership, theoretical and
ideological centre and ssesses absolute power over the administration
of the party. The experience of the ravolutionary parties of the world
shows that if a person falls to cbey the resolutions of the higher rul-
ing organs of the party. 1s just equivalent to refusing to be in the
partyr ia tantamount to party destruction. This shows that the Central
Committee can interfere with the activities of all local organizations.
(This implies that the Central Committee may interfere with principal
problems, but not petty questions), It is ready to safeguard the
general interests of the party. At the same time, the strong links
with committees and party organizations enabless the Central Committae
to foresee and analyse all the processes of life and take sound
decisions accordingly.
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The words "--- carries out the selection and placement of
personnel” have to be explained. One cna notice from there that
these words contain the concept of the organizational work of the
party in which the future destiny of the political line depends upeon.
How are personal matters partically treated? The most impertant
function of the party in relation to the work of the personnel is
the selection, placement and reorientation of the people contained in
the Central Committee namenclature. The nomenclature is the list of
the most important posts in which the candidates are examined, rec-
ommended and approved in advance by the concerning committee (The
Central, Regional District and vVillage Committees). The people whose
names are included in the nemenclature of the tentral Committee, can
he dismissed or relieved from their posts only with the consent of the
Central Committee. For example, the rules of the party read that,
the secretaries, department heads, the gecretaries of regional and
district committees are approved by the Central Committee of the
party. This means that nobody except the Central Committee is en-
titled appeint or dismiss them from their posts.

The party must write in the nomenclature 2 relatively small
number of workers who oCcupy key posts and play an important role in
the affairs of the State and the Society. All the party committees,
from the central to district committees, have their nomenclature.
This does not mean that the same workers are reshuffled from one
place to angther. There should always be an infusion of n2w blood
into the ranks of Party Cadres. it is, therefore, important to have
the ability to select the most capable, experienced, trusted and
gquatified pecple who can take part in the direction of the affairs of
the state and the party, and at the same time to dismiss those who
failed to carry out their duties honestly and efficiently.

The words "--- the work of orientation and mass media ect.” are
also very important. The rules show that it is necessary to make use
of the mass-media in order to propagate among the Somali masses the
principles of 21 october Revolution ard acquaint them with the pres- y
sing needs of the country.

Lastly, the Central Committee staff must have the most compes
tent people wha <¢an perform their duties in a friendly comradely
manner. The experiencess we gained from other countries reveals that
the Central Committee have to be elected from the mast capable,
gualified and experienced people from the members of the party: from
government officials, armed forces, diplomats and religious men who
represent the cross section of the society. The rentral Committee
would, therefore, be in a pasition to organize well the work and the
activities of the people, to be closely in touch with the masses and
effectively express the aspirations and the development needs of
the society.

The number of the Central Committee depends upon the total
number of the Party members.

Article 13

The sessions of the Central Committee are held on the proposal
of the Political Bureau. The sessions of the central Committee are
held once in every three months.

=10~
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The Central Committee, elects by Simple majority vote:-
1. The General Secretary;

2, Political Bureau and the he
ads of Central i
departments or bureaus: committes

3. Central Control Committee.

The session of the Central Committe i

. on o e can be held only i

;:ot;hxrds {2/3) majority of the members are present. The dec{sign

of cazﬂngtﬁ:teSoT?xtsee gae be adopted by simple majority vote, and
. or"” an against* for any decisi

voice of the chairman will be decisive. y decision are equal the

Article 14
POLITICAL BUREAU

The Folitical Bureau:

1. Carries out the work of the party in the period between the
sessions of the Central Committee. It consists of the
General Secretary, members of the Political Bureau only with
some 9f the Central Committee heads of departments, and
certain other secretaries whose number is determinéd by the
Central Committee on the proposal of the Political-Bureau.

2, Gives reports in the sessio
n of the Central Committee and
accounts ili i i
accoun for the responsibilities which have been intrusted
Article 15

GENERAL SECRETARY AND HEAD QF CENTRAL
COMMITTEE DEPARTMENTS BUREAUS

. The Central Secretary of the Party Central i i

highest leading person of the Party, wﬂo is respgﬁg?éggeioistgzeob-
servance of the fundamental principles, execution of the goals and
resolutions of the Party. He co-ordinates and directs the day to
day activities of the Polif®ical Bureau and sessions of the Central
Committee. If the country faces a difficult situation, or there is

a specific need to do so, the General-Secretary has the right to call
an extraordinary session of the Central Committee. i

Article 16

For the practical fulfillmentof part i isi
y directives and decisions
E{OEEE ;;:tg, indlegonoTic bodies, as well as local party organiza-
. entra ommittee must create differ
bureaus according to the need. erent departments or

The Central Committee departments may be h
. eaded
Committee Heads of Departments. Y ? By the Cencral
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Article 17

Committee elects the Party Control Committee.‘ Tbxs
commi::geczzzzato it that all party memb?rs observe party discipline;
makes the party members answerable for violations of_Party programme
and rules; examines complaints from local Party Committees. It also
exercises general control over the procedure of admission to chgd .
party. I1f necessary, however, the Central Committee can reconsice

the Party Control Committee decisions.
Article 18

CENTRAL INSPECTION COMMISSION
OF THE PARTY

i issi the rapidity and
The Central Inspection Commissicon controls 1
efficiency of the activities of the central bodies and inspects the
treasury of the Central Committee.

Article 19
LOCAL PARTY ORGANIZATION

The Local Party Organizations are subdivided as follows:-
1. Region
2. District
3. village

4. Party Cells R
EXPLAMNATION

arty organizations are the most important branches
of th:h;aizgabhgch zoveg the country as a whole. The egtablis:ge:t .
of local party organizétions in accordance with t@e aqm1nistrah1v si
up and gecgraphical divisions of the country, facilities for the g:r !
the Execution of its policies in an efflcigny, Elexi?lg and co-ordina
ted manner which is in line with the prevailing conditions.

i led by the local party
The principal duties expected to be fulfil
organizatgons are fully described in the rules of the party.

Article 20

The Local Party Committees and organizations, in line with the
programme and r

co-operatives, public enterprises and military units, the following

functions:
-12-

i districts,
ules of the party, perform within the.region§,
villages educational institutions, agricultural and industrial projects,

1. Work on political, organizational and ideological matters
in order to carry out the decisions of the central bodies
of the Party;

2. Mobilize and inculcate with revolutionary ideology,
party members, other nonparty activits and in the masses
as a whole for the realization of the tasks concerned with
eccnaomic reconstruction, social and cultural development.

3. Transmit regular reports of their work to the higher party
committees,

Article 21

THE SUPREME ORGANS OF REGIONAL PARTY
ORGANIZATIONS

The supreme organ of a Regional Party organization i3 the
Regional Party Conference and, in the period between Region@al Party
Conferences, it is the Regional Party Committee.

The Regional Party Conference is organized and called by
the Regional Party Committee at least once every two years. The
Regional Party conference hears the reports of the Regional Committee,
and Regional Inspection Commisaion, discusses various issues related
to the party; issue of econcmic, cultural and social aspects of the
region, and approves the Regicnal Party Committee, and Regional In-
spection Commission. It also elects the delegation of the region to
the party congress.

EXPLANATION

The Regional Party Committee approves the executive body of the
Bureau and the Secretaries of the Committee. How many people are
elected to the executive bureau of the Regional Party Committee and
who can be elected? That Party Central Committee determines the
number. Article 12 indicated that the mecretaries and head of
departments of the regional party committees are selected and nomin-
ated if necessary by the Central Committee or the Political Bureau.
The aim and objectives of this point is to see the administrative
machinery entrusted to people who had passed through many tests and
thereby proved to be honest andeefficient.

Article 22

LEADING ORGANS OF REGIONAL PARTY
ORGANIZATIONS

The Central Committee or the Political Bureau selects and
proposes the members of the Executive Bureau, secretaries and heads
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of departments, which are approved by the Regional Party Committee.
The Central Committee ©T the Political Bureau of the Party have
power Lo select and nominate the secretaries, head of departments of
the Region if the situation calls for in order to preserve the in-
terest of the country, and the principles of the Party.

The Central Committee or the political Bureau have also the
prercgative to remove responsibilites from members of the organs
mentioned above if there is need to do so.

tral Committees

The Regional Party Committees elects the cen
A session of the

and also nominate the editors of party hewspapers.
Regional Party Committee is held once very three manths.

directives to District and

The Regional Party Committees give
They hear

village Party organizations and inspect their activities.
the reports of the pDistrict and village Party Committees.

Article 24

LEADING ORGANS OF DISTRICT AND VILLAGE
PARTY ORGANIZATIONS

The supreme organ of district and village party crganizations,
is the district and village party conference.

The district and village party committees, organize and summon
the district and village party conference once a year. The district
and village party conference hears the report of the district and
village committees and the inspecticon commission; discusses and
studies different matters related to economic and cultural activities
and other party problems. It approves the district and village party
committess, inspection commissions and the delegates to the Regional

Party Conference,

article 24

The district and village party committee approves the bureau, the
secretaries and the heads of department while having been selected and
proposed by the Central Committee or the Political Bureau, similar to
Article 22 the Central Committee or the Political Bureau have the
right to select and nominate the Bureau, the Secretaries and head of
department if the gituation calls for in order to preserve the inter-
est of the country and Party principles. The Central Committee or
the Political Bureau have also the perrogative to remove responsi-
bilities from the members of the organs mentioned above if there is

a need toc do so.
The district Party Committees elect the control Committees and
alsc nominate the editors of Party newspapers. All these have to

be approved by the party Central Committee. But the heads of de-
partmants at the district level nced to be approved by the Regional

Party Committee.

-14-
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The district or villa i
ge Party Committees organize a
t e nd
ggiig::tztgellghln ggoperat;ves, factories, schools, govetn;ziiove
. ey direct their activiti i
matters related to party admission. ries. hear thelr reports on

The heads of branches are a

. : pproved by the regional

g:m:;?tee of the party. The district and villaqegparty gg;;iiiee

esgabi:::nggsapﬁzgggl:hegp:rty cellsf%n co-operatives, industrial

. , government offices etc. and 4i
work, regularly hears their re i fs e e retters
u ports and instructs th

related with selection of new pa . Ssion of the
e e ; rty members. Th i

district and village ni Tease: once ever

district an ge party committee is held, at least, once every

Article 25

The Party cells formed within th .
i e places where the part
zgggiiz wgigh::cgdgz;t.co—ip?rq:+ves, Farms, industrial gstazlishments
. icnal institutions, state office mili '
camps. The number of ’ Bea Cnmn troey
o s. Party cell members must not be less than three

whichT?: ::g;eme organ of the party cell, is the party cell meeting
e b erend :&nigzzt ?niﬁ everi month. Feor the proper execution
o e wor the Party Cell el
members a secretary and his assi : Y Ciion, from dts
stant for a period of
the number of the part e O e T hey
y cell members are more th 5
elect a committee The work and iviti o persons. they
; . activities of the party cell i
E:;dggr:§ th?tpg99ramTe and the decisions of the hiSherYurgansl:f
. irectly workes among the workers and th
A . e mas
g;d:ﬁa:otﬁrganize an@ channel their energies for constructiv:e:u;noses
e Somali people can reach progress and prosperity i

EXPLANATION

As it is clearly shown in thi i

. " s article, a ¢ell is the fund
Sﬁiésigf tge party. In tp;s connection, a guestion may a::is:r-l a:ggtal
whi dea e 1mp1emented in Somalia where there are no big iﬁdustries
atioﬂotgznpigzgggiﬁural fqr@s? It is important to take into consider-

g realities in the country and the less
. ) ons w T

learn from the experiences of reveoluticnary changes in ather coingi?ﬂs

There is a fact of our recent hi i

; : istory which rewveals t

E:cdpathnal or?entatxon centres which successfully junctignuzoiﬁat

SUbststr§cts, v§11ages. quarters and at productive places, have gained

e piggziitigglgzemeqiii1n1resgect togthe increase of production and
o c a i ithi )

e Drepe enterpriges. a nd ideclegical thoughts within these

History proves to us that the productive places have always been

the most importa
party. P! nt sources of strength and reliable support for the

-15-




The political leadership of the contry tries consistently to

i i This could be
the political conscicusness of the masses. ould be
::ig:ved b? maintaining the ethical principles and the dli§1§:;ne
of the Scmali masses, as well as through the works accemplis

within party cells.

Article 26
PARTY CELLSE

The functions of the Party Cell are the following:
1. propose the admissien of new members to the party.

2 Organize how to teach principles of Scientific Socialism
to those members.

k} Insure that the party members take the lead iq praduction
' and in political orientatien within co-operatives, factor-
ies, organizations etc.

4. Help the district and village party committees to ca;;y out
their duties and regularly submit reports to them. ge_
party Cell must struggle to ensure that party mem?e;s >
come an example to be followed in the execution oh gr yli
rules and observations of the ethical values of the gme
working people on which the following principles are de

pendant upon:

a) Loyalty to the principles of the revolution:
b) Political consciousness;

¢}l Strict disciplines
d) Comradeship and mutual assistance of the wembers;

e) Protection of the interests of the society.
article 27

THE PARTY
AND WORKERS ORGANIZATION

s are the foundation fnr.the fulfiliment
of the functions concerning the interests.of the work;ng mg:zg:ions
further more they participate in the applxca;1ondof E:;1¥Sh e egal
ici how to expand and €s
and policies. They struggle on T and and st an  orkers who
sition, selects the most political consciou g ;

5?1; be Euture backbone of the worker's party organlzatlon?;atzg:g
raise the education of the members of worker's party organ .

The workers organization
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The party does not directly interfere with the activities of the
worker's organization. However it gives overall policy guide lipes
in respect to their educational policies, and the harmonization of
their activities and control.

The party Cells also try to direct and co-operate with the
activites of workers committees organizations with the help of party
members. The party cells can either be a member ©of the worker's
committee or directly cooperate with the regiocnal, district or
village party committees. The Party cells in co-operation with the
worker's committee must:

1. Pratically fulfill the economic, social and cultural
development programme of our socialist society.

2. TDevelop the political awareness, discipline and the duty
consciocusness of the workers;

3. Strive for the interest of the workers and the State,
while at the same time fighting against reactionaries,
corruption and all sorts of anti-social activities.

Article 28
THE PARTY AND THE ARMED FORCES

The Armed Forces of the Somali Democratic Republic are the
vanguard and also a part and parcel of the Somali masses.

The party organizations formed within the Armed Forces:

1. Prepare the conditicons for implementing the party's policies
within the Armed Forces; unite and harmonize their political
activities with the view of imparting with service men, a
sense of nationalism, revolutionary spirits and the principles
of Scientific Socialism. This will enhance the readiness of
the Armed Forices to protect the country from external ag-
gression and internal enemies, to preserve the national unity
and the soverelignty of the State.

2., OQrganize and mobilize the armed forces to fulfill their
duty of combat readiness, political wareness, and at the
same time take an active role in national reconstruction
efforts,

EXPLANATION

Considering the important role in which the army plays in
national development it is worth-while to explain in detail the
general guiding principles of the work of the party within the Armed
Forces. The Armed Forces have speclific characteristics which
comprise of:
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1. The party organizations in the army., simila; to 9t255122r2¥
| i i basis of the prin
organizations, are formed on the i the ple
degocratic—centralism. However, their political ac;lviE;ZB
are guided by political bodies which a;edqot glicte e
i i i istricts.
ther committees in the reglong and ¢ .
;?:igtry of Defense and the Central Committee nominate the

party political organ in the army.

2. In contract to civil party organizatigns, those in cgg :imy
are not formed on the basis of production end geograp 1?ormed
lJocations. In fact, the army parcty organxzatlgnst?re
in accordance with the structure of army organizatioh.

The regional party organization embraces all the pa:ty
cells located within that given region, where a: theapa;ey
organizations of the military units, whereve§|tfe{hmt);ector
located, are united under the political brancho a .

3 The party members of the army have.the right te criticiie
' any party member during their meeting, but this qoes ne
necessarily mean that they are entitled to guestion the

directives and the commands of their superior officers.

This indicates that the armed forces practise the art of
strong centralism.

4 To carry out their party duties, the military party org:nlza-
: tions elect, at their plenary meetings che'Sec;etary atain
Bureau for the direction of the party affairs in a cer

period.
5 All the political hodies are set gp{from the partyfco:mltgiii,
' their functions in the army are similar to those of the p

i ider decisions of the
rol committee and, therefore, cOnsil . )
222;1 party cells in respect to the selection of party members

Article 29

the army are formed in }ing wi;h
k of the party within the
re of the armed forces. _The wer
§¥323t§g§§§s is directed and determined by the Party ngt;a%uﬁngéﬁgee
through the political department of the army affairs whic
as a "branch" of the Party Central Committee.

The party organizations within

Article 30

Being a censtituent part of‘tpe party, the @rmy_Pa:ty ;;g;n;ig:
tions cooperate with the local c1v§1.2§rtytor3::122;;?:iées heY o
i of their political activities to t .
;;;t;?pgggist the local party organizatlions; in rcconst;uc;tngethe
natio;al economy and prometing our social and cultural heritage.
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Article 31

THE PARTY AND THE SOMALL YOUTH
ORGANIZATION

The Somali Ysuth Organization ie the highest social organization
of young men and women representing the most political consacious ele-
ments from the army, intelligentsia, students, workers, peasants as
well as the vanguard-victors {Guulwadayaalacha).

COMMENTARY 31

The question concerning the relationship between the Revolution-
ary Party and the youth has a great importance for the future distiny
of the Revolution, and the progress of the country as a whole.

In fact, it is a matter which greatly affects
of ideas and the level of activities of the party.
ence on the younger generation who hold the future responsibility of
establishing socialism. That is why it is essential for socdialist
parties to give special attention to the political organization of
the youth who represent the future pillars of the party.

both the strength
It has an influ-

Article 32

The Youth Organization act under the guidance of the party.
They are alsc the party's active supporter and reserve army. The
organization bring up the youth with a sense of devotion and self-
sacrifice to the party as well as to the Revolution in order to have
revoluticnary vigilance for protecting and defending the motherland.

The Youth Organization organize and mobilize the youth for the
active participation in the establishment of socialism. To teach and
propagate the principles of Scientific Socialism and to raise the
technical skill of its members. Every member of the youth organiza-
tion is obliged to raise his knowledge and skill, and to help others
ta do so.

Article 33

The Youth Organizatjon Committee have the right to take due
steps executing the directives, duties and their responsibilites to-
wards the party, particularly where there is no party cells and
organizations.

Article 34

The regional, district and village youth committee organizations
have the right to give sound recommendations to their members when
joining the Party. The Committee recommendations is tantamount to that
of a party member. The regional, village cell and cell committees of
the party co-operate in their political organizational and orientation-
al and orientational works among the youth with respective organiza-
tion of the youth, the party committees at the same time assist them in
the execution of their tasks.
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article 35

Women's organization is the foundation for the fulfillment
of the works related to the interests of the women, and propagation
of the party objectives. It carries out the following matter:

1.

Strive to expand and establish their legal framework in
order to develop to an organizational level which operates
under the guidance of the Party.

Organize and unite the women that are politically conscious,
therefore, can be the future backbone of women's organiza-

tions.

Increase their efforts in implementing the socio-economic
programme of the country.

Play in important role in the political education of women,
the household and bringing up their children with revalution-
ary ideals.

consistently fight against reactionary foreces, corruption
and decadent activities.

wWork hard to defend the women's cause, and encourage them
to embrace the spirit of nationalism and the principles of
socialism,

Women's organization as a direct and permanent connection

with those of the regions, districts and villages and also
co-operate with the other international womens organizations.

Article 36

The financial means of the party and it's organizations are
provided by the incomes obtained from publishing boaks, newspaper and

journal

members.

etc. as well as the membership dues received from the party

The monthly membership dues of the party nmenbers are prescribed
according to their income brackets:

Monthly
o0/ =
1001/ =

1501/ =

2001/

percentage Deductions

Salaries
upto 1000 Shillings 1%
upto 1500 Shillijgs 1.5%
upto 2000 Shillings 2%
' and above 3%
—20-

The people who have no specific a0
urces of incom
students etc, have to pay a monthly membership fees o:rzsgggliings

Ever art
10 ahilliﬁgg.r y member will pay at the first an admission fee of

. N.B. Por clarity purpcses, income is
' m -
which is clear from taxes, and all other degzgzigﬁg take-home incone
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common law system of the former Somaliland Protectorate with
Lhe civi! taw system of former Italian Scmaliland. By far
the most important work on this subject is:

Contini, Paclo. The Somali Republic - An Experiment in Legal
Tutegration.” London, Frank cass, 1963.

This uxg¢cllent book is an expansion of the author's article:

Contini, Paolo, “"Integration of Legal Systems in the Somali
Republic,”™ 16 Int. & Comp. &.9. Part 4 (1967).
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Ganzglass, Martin R, Penal Code of the Somali Democratic
Republic. New Brunswick, Rutgers University Press, 1971.

Background Literature.

Barre, Mohamed Siad, My Country and People. Mcgadisu,
Ministry of Information and Nat?%nal Guidance, 1971. 1l01p.

The collected specches of Major-General Barre, president of

the Supreme Revolutionary Council in 1969 and 1970, the period
immediately following the reveolution. Interesting as collateral
reading.
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Wiendfield & Nichclason, 1965. e

Lewis, 1. M. A Pastoral Democzacy. London, Oxford University
Press, 1981

The 1965 Lewis volume is the bast in the fleld for an overall

historical view. The 1961 work contains an excellent analyais
of Somali tribal society and has a sound description of Somali
customary law. See also:

Drysd?;E; J. The Somali Dispute. London, Pall Mall Press,

Hess, R. L. 1talian Colonialism in Somalia. <Chicago,
University of Chicago Presas, 1966

Touva;, S. Som;li Naticnalism. Cambridge, Harvard Unfversity
resas, .




