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The Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1986 
 

Act No. 1 of 1986     
[11th November, 1986] 

 
An Act further to amend certain provisions of the Constitution of the People's Republic of 
Bangladesh 
 
WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend certain provisions of the Constitution of the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh for the purposes hereinafter appearing; 
 
It is hereby enacted as follows.- 
 
1. Short title.—This Act may be called the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1986. 
 
2. Amendment of article 96 of the Constitution.—In the Constitution of the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh, hereinafter referred to as the Constitution, in article 96, in clause (1) 
for the word "sixty-two" the word "sixty-five" shall be substituted. 
 
3. Amendment of Fourth Schedule to the Constitution.—In the Constitution, in the 
Fourth Schedule, After paragraph 18, the following new paragraph 19 shall be added, 
namely:— 
 
“19. Ratification and confirmation of the Proclamation of the 24th March, 1982, 
etc.—(1) The Proclamation of the 24th March, 1982, hereinafter in this paragraph referred to 
as the said Proclamation, and all other Proclamations, Proclamation Orders, Chief Martial Law 
Administrator's Orders, Martial Law Regulations, Martial Law Orders, Martial Law Instructions, 
Ordinances and all other laws made during the period between the 24th March, 1982, and the 
date of commencement of the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1986 (Act 1 of 1986) 
(both days inclusive), hereinafter in this paragraph referred to as the said period, are hereby 
ratified and confirmed and declared to have been validly made and shall not be called in 
question in or before any court, tribunal or authority on any ground whatsoever. 
 
(2) All orders made, acts and things done, and actions and proceedings taken, or purported to 
have been made, done or taken, by the President or the Chief Martial Law Administrator or by 
any other person or authority during the said period, in exercise or purported exercise of the 
powers derived from the said Proclamation or from any other Proclamation, Proclamation 
Order, Chief Martial Law Administrator's Order, Martial Law Regulation, Martial Law Order, 
Martial Law Instruction, Ordinance or any other Law, or in execution of or in compliance with 
any order made or sentence passed by any court, tribunal or authority in the exercise or 
purported exercise of such powers, shall be deemed to have been validly made, done or taken 
and shall not be called in question in or before any court, tribunal or authority on any ground 
whatsoever. 
 
(3) No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie in any court of tribunal against any 
person or authority for or on account of or in respect of any order made, act or thing done, or 
action or proceedings taken whether in the exercise or purported exercise of the powers 
referred to in sub-paragraph (2) or in execution of or in compliance with orders made or 
sentences passed in exercise or purported exercise of such powers. 
 
(4) All appointments made during the said period to any office mentioned in the Third Schedule 
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shall be deemed to have been validly made and shall not be called in question in or before any 
court, tribunal or authority on any ground whatsoever, and any person appointed under the 
said Proclamation to any such office during the said period and holding such office immediately 
before the date of commencement of the Constitution (Seventh Amendment) Act, 1986 (Act 1 
of 1986), hereinafter in this paragraph referred to as the said Act shall, as from that date hold 
such office as if appointed to that office under this Constitution; and shall, as soon as 
practicable after that date, make and subscribe before the appropriate person an oath or 
affirmation in the form set out in the Third Schedule. 
 
(5) All appointments made by the Chief Martial Law Administrator during the said period to any 
office or post which is continuing after the date of commencement of the said Act shall, as from 
that date, be deemed to be appointments made by the President. 
 
(6) All Ordinances and other laws in force immediately before the date of commencement of 
the said Act shall, subject to the Proclamation revoking the said Proclamation and withdrawing 
the Martial Law, continue in force until altered, amended or repealed by competent authority. 
 
(7) Upon the revocation of the said Proclamation and withdrawal of Martial Law, this 
Constitution shall stand fully revived and restored and shall, subject to the provisions of this 
paragraph, have effect and operate as if it had never been suspended. 
 
(8) The revocation of the said Proclamation and withdrawal of Martial Law shall not revive or 
restore any right or privilege which was not existing at the time of such revocation and 
withdrawal. 
 
(9) The General Clauses Act, 1897 shall apply to the said Proclamation, and all other 
Proclamations, Proclamation Orders, Chief Martial Law Administrator's Orders, Martial Law 
Regulations, Martial Law Orders and Martial Law Instructions made during the said period and 
also to the revocation of the said Proclamation and other Proclamations and the repeal of the 
said Proclamation Orders, Chief Martial Law Administrator's Orders, Martial Law Regulations, 
Martial Law Orders and Martial Law Instructions as it applies to, and to the repeal of, an Act of 
Parliament as if the said Proclamation, and other Proclamations, Proclamation Orders, Chief 
Martial Law Administrator's Orders, Martial Law Regulations, Martial Law Orders and Martial 
Law Instructions and the Proclamation revoking the said Proclamation were all Acts of 
Parliament. 
 
(10) In this paragraph, "law" includes rules, regulations, bye-laws, orders, notifications and 
other instruments having the force of law." 


