


Decree 

In the note from the Ministry of Education dated 11/14/934 and numbered 94041, it is asked 
that a decision be made to convert Hagia Sophia into a museum, as the conversion of the Hagia 
Sophia mosque in Istanbul, which is an unmatched architectural and aesthetic monument, into 
a museum would make the entire Orient happy, given its historic status, and would gift 
humanity a new site of knowledge; to embellish it by expropriating and demolishing shops 
surrounding it that belong to the Directorate of Endowments, and to renovate, enhance, and 
contiously protect others; that the Directorate of Endowments designate a portion of their 
income this year and in future years to these ends; and  

in the opinion letter written by the General Directorate of Endowments dated 11/7/1934 and 
numbered 153197/107, it is stated that this mosque has no waqf status as it is from the 
Byzantines; and that even though, following its conversion into a mosque, it was endowed with 
certain incomes by sultans and the public, that the Islamic tithe endowed by sultans have been 
repealed and that the endowments by the public are for Qur’ān recitations and other activities 
that are particular and can be done anywhere; that it [Hagia Sophia] has no income to convert it 
into a museum and preserve it; that until now its renovation and housekeeping was done, 
without regard for its income, along with other waqfs, which will no longer be possible when 
this mosque becomes a museum; and that the current state of their [Hagia Sophia and 
neighboring waqf properties] budget disables them from providing charity; and that while it is 
possible to demolish and remove neighboring buildings belonging to the Directorate of 
Endowments, it is impossible for the Directorate to purchase belonging to others.  

Having been discussed by the Cabinet on 11/24/1934, it has been resolved and approved that 
the waqf buildings surrounding the mosque be removed and demolished by the General 
Directorate of Endowments, and that expenses for the expropriation, demolishing, and 
renovation and preservation of others be paid by the Ministry of Education, and that the Hagia 
Sophia mosque be converted into a museum.  

11/24/1934  

[Prime Minister and other ministers] [Their signatures]  

President [K. Ataturk’s signature]  

 


