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Book 20
The Book of Pilgrimage (Hajj)

In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

May God Grace Muhammad and His Family
and Grant Them Perfect Tranquility.

Chapter 1. Bathing (Ghusl) in Preparation for Entering the Consecrated
State (Ihram)**

901. According to Malik, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Qasim reported from his
father, from Asma’ bt. ‘Umays, that she gave birth to Muhammad b. Abl
Bakr at al-Bayda’s> When Abi Bakr mentioned that to the Messenger
of God (pbuh), he said, “Tell her first to bathe and then to enter the
consecrated state.”

902. According to Malik, Yahya b. Sa‘id reported from Sa‘d b. al-Musayyab
that Asma’bt. ‘Umays gave birth to Muhammad b. Abi Bakr at Dhii al-Hulayfa.
Abu Bakr told her to bathe before entering the consecrated state.

903. According to Malik, Nafi‘ reported that ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar would
bathe in anticipation of entering the consecrated state before setting out on
the Pilgrimage (ha ), again when he entered Mecca to circumambulate the
Kabah, and in preparation for standing at ‘Arafat.

354 The actual title of this chapter is “Bathing in Order to Enter,” with entry into the consecrated
state being implied. When a person resolves to perform the Pilgrimage (ha ) or the Visita-
tion (‘umra), he enters into a consecrated state, known as shr zn, in which many acts that are
ordinarily permissible become prohibited. A person in the consecrated state is referred to as
a muhrim. Leaving this consecrated state is known as /h/ 4 or taha/lul, which indicates that
the restrictions that bound the pilgrim as long as he was performing the Pilgrimage or the
Visitation have ended, and he is now free to resume his normal life.

355 A place between Mecca and Medina.
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282 Al-Muwatta’

Chapter 2. The Bath (Ghusl) of the Person (Muhrim) in the Consecrated
State (Ihram)

904. According to Malik, Zayd b. Aslam reported from Nafi, from Ibrahim
b. ‘Abd Allah b. Hunayn, from his father, that ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas and
al-Miswar b. Makhrama once had a disagreement at al-Abwa’.35¢ ‘Abd Allah
said, “A person in the consecrated state is permitted to wash his head,” but
al-Miswar b. Makhrama said, “No, he is not.” ‘Abd Allah b. Hunayn, the father
of Ibrahim b. ‘Abd Allah b. Hunayn, said, “Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas then sent me
to Abl Ayyub al-Ansarl. I found him as he was bathing between the two
posts of a well, covering himself with a piece of cloth. I greeted him, and he
said, ‘Who are you?’ I said, ‘I am ‘Abd Allah b. Hunayn. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas
sent me to you to ask you how the Messenger of God (pbuh) would wash his
head when he was in the consecrated state, if indeed he did so.” Aba Ayyib
put his hand on the garment and pulled it down until I could see his head
and then said to the man who was pouring water for him, ‘Pour!’ So the man
poured water over Abill Ayyib’s head. He then passed his hands from the
front to the back of his head and back again to the front, and then he said,

m

‘This is what I saw the Messenger of God (pbuh) do.

905. According to Malik, Humayd b. Qays reported from ‘Ata’ b. Abi Rabah
that ‘Umar b. al-Khattab said to Ya‘la b. Munya as he was pouring water on
‘Umar b. al-Khattab when the latter was bathing, “Pour water on my head.”
Ya‘la then said to him, “Are you trying to make me responsible?**’ If you tell

me to pour, however, I will do so.” ‘Umar b. al-Khattab said to him, “Pour, the
water will only make my head shaggier.”*5

906. According to Malik, Nafi‘ reported that whenever ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar
neared Mecca, he would spend the night at Dhii Tuwa, between the two
mountain passes there. When morning came, he would perform the Morning
Prayer (sa/ & al-subh) and then enter Mecca from the mountain pass on the
highest side of the city. If he had set out to perform the Pilgrimage (ha ) or
the Visitation (‘umra), he would not enter Mecca until he had first bathed at
Dhi Tuwa. He would also instruct everyone with him to bathe there before
they entered Mecca.

356 A place in the direction of Mecca.

357 Ya‘la was concerned that by pouring water on ‘Umar’s head he might kill some insects in
“‘Umar b. al-Khattab’s hair in violation of rules prohibiting a person in the consecrated state
from killing any living thing.

358 In this report and the preceding one, the concern about washing the head arises out of the
fear that washing the head too vigorously might cause the pilgrim to inadvertently kill an
insect in the hair, thus violating the prohibition against killing any living thing while in the
consecrated state.
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